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Background:
The IUCN Commission on Environmental Law (CEL) has the mission to advance
sustainability through the development of legal and policy concepts and
instruments and through building the capacity of societies to develop and
implement environmental law and policy, in furtherance of the IUCN mission.
In this context the IUCN Commission on Environmental Law aims to achieve its
mission through different initiatives, programmes and activities. The present
research award is part of the Commission’s permanent promotion of the
conceptual development of environmental law and the dissemination of related and
relevant information, especially among young lawyers and postgraduate students.
The award has been created taking advantage of the extraordinary platform of the
worldwide CEL members, its interrelation with the IUCN institutional membership,
and the permanent and strong cooperation with the Secretariat’s Environmental
Law Centre in Bonn.

Objectives:
1. To promote and disseminate research on the most relevant environmental
law and policy issues, based on the worth and diversity of the CEL / IUCN
platform.
2. To increase interest of young lawyers for research on environmental law
3. To increase co-operation and integration between CEL members, IUCN
institutional members and IUCN Secretariat at regional and global levels.

Conditions of the award:
Topics: There are two proposed topics for the 2008 award:
• Legal frameworks to address climate change. National and regional
responses to a global challenge.
• Renewable energy and energy efficiency. Exploring legal measures for their
promotion.
Length of the papers: Between 20 and 40 pages.
Deadline: June, 1st 2008
Papers are to be sent by e-mail to the IUCN ELC in Bonn, to the attention of Ms.
Jil Self (Jil.Self@iucn.org) and a copy sent to the Chair of CEL, Ms. Sheila Abed
(Sheila.Abed@iucn.org).
Languages: Papers may be submitted in any of the three IUCN official languages
(French, English, Spanish).
Participants: CEL Members, Staff of IUCN Institutional Members or others with
the endorsement of the Staff of IUCN Institutional Members.
Jury: The jury will be led by Dr. Michel Prieur, CEL Deputy Chair and Dr. Alejandro
Iza, Head of the IUCN Environmental Law Centre, together with two other eminent
environmental lawyers.
Results: Results will be published in the IUCN website (July 1st, 2008).
Awards: The 5 best papers will be published. Among them, the best will be
selected, and the author will have the opportunity to visit the IUCN Environmental
Law Centre in Bonn, where he/she will stay for a period of 10 days, with their
costs covered, and have the opportunity of further advancing in their research as
well as establishing key contacts.

