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‘This book is being published in the International Year of Biodiversity, 
which gives it special importance as an expression of the special 
relationship between people and the rest of nature. It offers us 
an opportunity to remind ourselves of the deep and meaningful 
relationships that many religions and faith communities have with 
nature, demonstrated by their devotion to sacred natural sites such 
as those described in these pages.’

Julia Marton-Lefèvre 
 International Union for Conservation of Nature

Sacred Natural Sites are the world’s oldest protected places. This 
book focuses on a wide spread of both iconic and lesser known 
examples such as sacred groves of the Western Ghats (India), 
Sagarmatha Chomolongma (Mt Everest, Nepal, Tibet and China), 
the Golden Mountains of Altai (Russia), Holy Island of Lindisfarne 
(UK) and the sacred lakes of the Niger Delta (Nigeria).

The book illustrates that sacred natural sites, although often 
under threat, exist within and outside formally recognised 
protected areas, heritage sites. Sacred natural sites may well 
be some of the last strongholds for building resilient networks 
of connected landscapes. They also form important nodes for 
maintaining a dynamic socio-cultural fabric in the face of global 
change. The diverse authors bridge the gap between approaches 
to the conservation of cultural and biological diversity by taking 
into account cultural and spiritual values together with the socio-
economic interests of the custodian communities and other 
relevant stakeholders.
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The field of biocultural diversity is emerging 
as a dynamic, integrative approach to 
understanding the links between nature and 
culture and the interrelationships between 
humans and the environment at scales from 
the global to the local. 
This book is a unique compendium and 
analysis of projects from all around the world 
that take an integrated biocultural approach 
to sustaining cultures and biodiversity. 
The 45 projects reviewed exemplify a new 
focus in conservation: this is based on the 
emerging realization that protecting and 
restoring biodiversity and maintaining and 
revitalizing cultural diversity and cultural 
vitality are intimately, indeed inextricably, 
interrelated.
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This book goes beyond divisive definitions 
and investigates the bridges linking biological 
and cultural diversity. The authors explore the 
common drivers of loss of both biological and 
cultural diversity. They indicate that policy 
responses should target both biological 
and cultural diversity in a novel integrative 
approach to conservation, thus reducing the 
gap between science, policy and practice. 
While conserving nature alongside human 
cultures presents unique challenges, this 
book forcefully shows that any hope for 
saving biological diversity is predicated on a 
concomitant effort to appreciate and protect 
cultural diversity.
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Birds, Indigenous Peoples, 
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Edited by Sonia Tidemann and 
Andrew Gosler
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This book looks at the significance of 
indigenous knowledge of birds and their 
cultural significance, and how these can 
assist in framing research methods of 
western scientists working in related areas, 
presenting material that has not been readily 
available before. 
It provides practical advice for professionals 
in conservation and anthropology by 
demonstrating the relationship between 
mutual respect, local participation and the 
building of partnerships for the resolution of 
joint problems. It also identifies techniques 
that can be transferred to different regions, 
environments and collections, as well 
as practices suitable for investigation, 
adaptation and improvement of knowledge 
exchange and collection in ornithology.
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