
PARKS: 
The International 
J l f P t t dJournal of Protected 
Areas and 
ConservationConservation

Re‐launching a 
WCPA journalWCPA journal



A peer‐reviewed, openA peer reviewed, open 
access, online journal

P i dPeer‐reviewed: every paper 
single‐blind peer reviewed by 
experts, generally from IUCN 

WCPA (usually one locally‐based 
specialist and one other)

Open access: freely available to 
anyone who has web access

Online: downloadable as a 
complete publication or as 

separate papersseparate papers



Key valuesKey values

Well‐known academics plus first‐
ti it A h itime writers. An emphasis on 
practical work in protected areas

English‐language with summaries 
in French and Spanish. We will 
work with people who do not 
have English as a first language

Academic respect: listed on key p y
databases

Emphasis on developing countryEmphasis on developing country 
inputs.



Various types ofVarious types of 
contribution

R h ti fResearch papers: reporting of 
original research and reviews but 

always with a strong  
management focus

Policy and review papers: 
overview essays on key issues 

(usually commissioned)

Research notes: shorter, 
practically‐based research

k ( d)Book reviews (not peer‐reviewed)

Letters (not peer‐reviewed)



Practical managementPractical management

Exchanging information on 
practical management issuespractical management issues, 

especially those learning lessons 
from research and case studies of 

applied ideasapplied ideas

Developing capacity for a 
protected planet a resource for 

people actively involved in 
establishing and managing 
protected areas, under any 
management category or 

governance typeg yp



DebateDebate

Not just a series of individual 
papers but a sustained debatepapers but a sustained debate

Letters, responses, critical and 
i l icontroversial issues

Also the possibility of “special 
issues/focus” on key subjects or 
from particular places



A collaborative effortA collaborative effort

A key opportunity for IUCN WCPA 
members to work with protectedmembers to work with protected 
area professionals to expand and 

share knowledge

PARKS is possible because of the 
IUCN WCPA network

1,600 members
from 140 countries

with a comprehensive range of 
protected area knowledge
but with a wide range of 

professions, expertise, experiencep , p , p



PARKSPARKS
The International Journal ofThe International Journal of 

Protected Areas and Conservation 

To find out more, download 
PARKS or get guidelines on g g
submitting a paper: 
www.iucn.org/parksg p


