
Photos by: 1-Jim Thorsell  •  2- Sue Mainka  •  3-Imène Meliane  •  4-Stephanie Achard  •  5-Imène Meliane  •  6-Imène Meliane  •  7-IUCN / Intu Boedhihartono  •  8-Pedro Rosabal  •  
9-Jeffrey McNeely  •  10-Hichem Azafzaf  •  11-Jim Thorsell 12-Jim Thorsell  •  13-Vincent Crausaz  •  14-B. Riche/G. Davila  •  15-Giles Winstanley   •  16-Jeffrey McNeely  •  17-Jeffrey 
McNeely

1

2

3 4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11 12

13

14

15

16

17

AGENDA

Brasília, May 19-21, 2017

At the World Environmental Law Congress in April 2016 in Rio de Janeiro, under the auspices of the 
IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law, judges representing six continents gathered to esta-
blish the Global Judicial Institute for the Environment (GJIE). The GJIE is an endeavor supported by a 
multitude of partners, including national judicial schools, institutes, and academies; international 
and regional judicial associations and networks, such as the International Association of Judges and 
the EU Forum of Judges for the Environment; multilateral organizations, including UN Environment, 
the Organization of American States, and the Asian Development Bank.

The GJIE Charter describes its mission: “to support the role of courts and tribunals in applying and 
enforcing environmental laws and in promoting the environmental rule of law and the fair distribu-
tion of benefits and burdens.” The role for the Institute encompasses engagement not only with 
specialized environmental courts and tribunals, but other courts as well, including, for example, 
constitutional courts and other adjudicatory bodies that address environmental matters. It embra-
ces efforts to provide research and analysis on environmental adjudication, including bringing envi-
ronmental sciences to the service of the courts; promote capacity building, education, and training; 
and provide a forum for convening judges for collaboration and exchange of information on envi-
ronmental law issues.

One year after the launch, this Second International Meeting of the Global Judicial Institute for the Envi-
ronment will be a decision-making meeting, with a focus on the structure and model for legal perso-
nality of the Institute; governance of the GJIE, including the formation of an Interim Governing Cou-
ncil and Judicial Advisory Board; plans for seeking expressions of interest from other institutions to 
host the GJIE Secretariat; and discussion and approval of GJIE membership, as well as upcoming 
activities and events that are being planned among the GJIE and partner institutions. The meeting 
builds on regional meetings and consultations held throughout the last year, as well as videoconfe-
rences and in-person meetings in Brazil in February 2017.

For the first day of the meeting, Friday, May 19, hosted by the National High Court of Brazil (STJ), a 
videoconference link will be available for participants who are not able to attend in person. Details 
about how to connect to this link will be provided prior to the meeting.

Thursday, May 18

ARRIVAL OF PARTICIPANTS IN BRASÍLIA (AIRPORT PICKUP WILL BE PROVIDED)

Friday, May 19

VENUE: NATIONAL HIGH COURT OF BRAZIL (STJ)

BUS DEPARTS FROM HOTEL TO TRANSPORT MEETING PARTICIPANTS TO THE COURT

Opening

WELCOMING REMARKS: JUSTICE ANTONIO HERMAN BENJAMIN (NATIONAL HIGH COURT OF BRAZIL – STJ)

 INTRODUCTION OF MEETING PARTICIPANTS

 REVIEW OF THE MEETING AGENDA

 PREVIEW OF ASSOCIATED GJIE EVENT—REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM ON CONSTITUTIONS, ENVIRONMENT,  
AND HUMAN RIGHTS: PRACTICE AND IMPLEMENTATION (MAY 22-23, BRASÍLIA)

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: MEETING AGENDA

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVAL OF THE MEETING AGENDA

Presentation of the Charter for the Global Judicial Institute for the Environment

OVERVIEW OF THE CHARTER AS ADOPTED IN RIO DE JANEIRO IN 2016, INCLUDING AN OUTLINE OF THE PURPOSE, OBJECTI-

VES, AND ACTIVITIES ENVISIONED FOR THE GJIE.

Structure of the GJIE

DISCUSSION ON VISIONS FOR THE STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION OF THE GJIE. PRESENTATION OF IDEAS FOR POTENTIAL 
“MODELS” FOR THE GJIE, SUCH AS:

 DEVELOPING THE GJIE THROUGH AN INTERNATIONAL, INTER-ORGANIZATIONAL COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT AMONG 
PARTNER INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS THE ADB, IAJ, OAS, UN ENVIRONMENT, AND WCEL

 INCORPORATING THE GJIE AS A SEPARATE ENTITY, AS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION UNDER THE LAWS OF 
SWITZERLAND OR ANOTHER COUNTRY

MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL BE ENCOURAGED TO DISCUSS THE RELATIVE ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF EACH OPTION, 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE NEED FOR A GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE THAT ASSURES SELF-GOVERNANCE BY THE JUDICIARY AND 
CONTAINS THE NECESSARY SAFEGUARDS FOR RESPECTING ITS INDEPENDENCE AND INTEGRITY: A GJIE FOR JUDGES AND BY 
JUDGES.

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: DRAFT STATUTE FOR INCORPORATION OF GJIE

GJIE CHARTER

EXPECTED OUTCOME: SELECTION OF MODEL FOR LEGAL PERSONALITY AND COUNTRY WHERE GJIE WILL BE INCORPORATED

Coffee Break

GJIE Secretariat

DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL OF A CALL FOR “EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST” FROM POTENTIAL HOST INSTITUTIONS OR ORGANIZA-

TIONS THAT COULD SUPPORT A SECRETARIAT FOR THE GJIE, ON EITHER A TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT BASIS. A DRAFT OF 
THIS DOCUMENT WILL BE CIRCULATED TO MEETING PARTICIPANTS, EXPLAINING THE PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE GJIE, 
AND DETAILS ON THE SUPPORT AND STRUCTURE THAT THE GJIE WOULD SEEK FOR IN A SECRETARIAT. ONCE APPROVED, IT 
CAN BE SENT TO CHIEF JUSTICES, NATIONAL JUDICIAL SCHOOLS, UNIVERSITIES, RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS, INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS, ETC. TO SOLICIT EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST.

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: DRAFT CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST, TO BE SENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER THE 
MEETING

Lunch

GJIE Membership

DISCUSSION ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OF INDIVIDUAL AND INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIP IN THE GJIE, SUCH AS:

 HOW TO PUBLICIZE, RECRUIT, AND PROMOTE MEMBERSHIP IN THE GJIE

 POTENTIAL WAYS IN WHICH INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS AND INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE GJIE

 RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERS

MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL ALSO BE ENCOURAGED TO IDENTIFY AND PUT FORWARD A PROCESS FOR FORMING THE INITIAL 
CORE MEMBERSHIP OF THE GJIE, INCLUDING INDIVIDUALS AND JUDICIAL INSTITUTIONS.

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: LIST OF JUDGES PARTICIPATING IN GJIE MEETINGS AND CONSULTATIONS

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE INITIAL GJIE MEMBERSHIP LIST

Open Dialogue

DIALOGUE TO SYNTHESIZE MEETING PARTICIPANTS’ IDEAS AS TO THE STRUCTURE, SECRETARIAT, AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE 
GJIE. THE INTENT OF THIS DISCUSSION IS TO REVIEW THE DELIBERATIONS FROM THE DAY’S TOPICS, AS A FRAMEWORK FOR 
THE REST OF THE MEETING.

Closing

Depart for Chapada dos Veadeiros National Park (UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE)
(3 HOUR DRIVE BY BUS: LUGGAGE BROUGHT TO STJ BY PARTICIPANTS WILL HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY LOADED ON BUS) 

Arrive at National Park (LODGING AT POUSADA SÃO BENTO AND POUSADA CASA ROSA, ALTO PARAÍSO DE GOIÁS

Dinner

Saturday, May 20

VENUE: [LODGE] POUSADA SÃO BENTO, ALTO PARAÍSO DE GOIÁS

Breakfast

Governance of the GJIE: Selection of an Interim Governing Council and Judicial 
Advisory Board

DURING THIS SESSION, MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL DISCUSS AND APPROVE THE FORMATION OF TWO BODIES THAT CAN MOVE 
FORWARD THE WORK OF THE GJIE. THE INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL, AS ENVISIONED IN THE GJIE CHARTER, WOULD BE 
THE INITIAL OFFICERS OF THE INSTITUTE FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS, RESPONSIBLE FOR OVERSEEING ITS INCORPORATION 
AND/OR AGREEING ON A DOCUMENT FOR INTER-ORGANIZATIONAL COOPERATION TO SET THE WORK OF THE GJIE IN MOTION. 
IN ADDITION, A BROADER JUDICIAL ADVISORY BOARD WILL BE ESTABLISHED TO PROVIDE INPUT, GUIDANCE, AND SUPPORT 
FOR THE ACTIVITIES OF THE GJIE

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: INITIAL MANDATE FOR WORK OF INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL AND JUDICIAL ADVISORY 
BOARD

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE SELECTION OF INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL AND JUDICIAL ADVISORY BOARD

Coffee Break

Governance (continued)

Lunch

Depart for Site Visit TO CHAPADA DOS VEADEIROS NATIONAL PARK, HOSTED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE PARK

Dinner

Sunday, May 21

Breakfast

GJIE Activities and Partnerships

THIS SEGMENT OF THE MEETING IS INTENDED AS TIME FOR DISCUSSING GJIE ACTIVITIES AND HOW TO INTEGRATE THE 
INSTITUTE’S WORK WITH EXISTING INITIATIVES AND EFFORTS AT ENGAGING THE JUDICIARY ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES.

DISCUSSION WILL HIGHLIGHT RECENT PAST EVENTS AND HOW THOSE COULD BE ENHANCED BY COORDINATION WITH THE 
GJIE; UPCOMING ACTIVITIES RELATED TO JUDICIAL TRAINING, CAPACITY BUILDING, ETC., THAT ARE RELATED TO THE GJIE’S 
WORK AND ARE BEING PLANNED BY ONE OR MORE GJIE PARTNERS; AND DIALOGUE ON PLANNING NEW GJIE ACTIVITIES, 
ALONG THE LINES OF THE EXAMPLES IN ARTICLE IV OF THE GJIE CHARTER.

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR DISCUSSION [ADDITIONAL EVENTS TO BE ADDED TO THIS LIST]:

 JULY 3-4, 2017: INTERNATIONAL COLLOQUIUM IN KINSHASA, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO (PROGRAM 
TO BE DISTRIBUTED). THIS WILL BE THE FIRST PROGRAM OF ITS KIND ORGANIZED WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE GJIE 
FOR A FRANCOPHONE COUNTRY, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH WCEL, UN ENVIRONMENT, THE SUPREME COURT OF THE

DRC, AND OTHERS.

 MAR. 18-23, 2018: WORLD WATER FORUM, BRASÍLIA, BRAZIL (HTTP://WWW.WORLDWATERCOUNCIL.ORG/FO-

RUM/BRASILIA-2018/) OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE GJIE TO PARTICIPATE INCLUDE PORTIONS OF THE POLITICAL 
FORUM AS WELL AS A 2-DAY SIDE EVENT

IN ADDITION, THE MEETING PARTICIPANTS CAN FOCUS ON ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR COLLABORATION WITH GJIE 
PARTNERS, INCLUDING NATIONAL JUDICIAL SCHOOLS, INSTITUTES, AND ACADEMIES, THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
JUDGES, EU FORUM ON JUDGES FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK, IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW, ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, UN ENVIRONMENT, ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS, AND OTHER 
RELEVANT ORGANIZATIONS.

FOR EXAMPLE, THIS COULD INCLUDE DISCUSSION ON UPDATING THE UN ENVIRONMENT JUDGES’ HANDBOOK ON ENVIRON-

MENTAL LAW; COLLABORATING WITH THE OAS ON ITS CAPACITY-BUILDING PROGRAMS; ETC

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: PROGRAMS FOR UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE PLANS FOR UPCOMING EVENTS 

COLLECT IDEAS/PRIORITIES FOR INCLUSION IN FUTURE TRAININGS

PROPOSALS OF ACTIVITIES FOR CONSIDERATION BY INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL

GJIE Funding

DISCUSSION ON WHICH ASPECTS OF THE GJIE’S WORK NEED DEDICATED FINANCIAL RESOURCES, AND ON POSSIBLE MODELS 
FOR FUNDING, SUCH AS:

APPLICATION FOR GRANTS OR OTHER RESOURCES FROM INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS

MEMBER DUES

SUPPORT FROM NATIONAL JUDICIAL INSTITUTIONS

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVAL OF DIRECTIVES FOR INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL AND PARTNERS IN OBTAINING 
FUNDING TO SUPPORT GJIE ACTIVITIES

Coffee Break

Review of Actions and Decisions Taken at the Meeting / Planning for the Next GJIE 
Meeting

Concluding Remarks

Lunch

Depart for Site Visit TO CHAPADA DOS VEADEIROS NATIONAL PARK

Dinner

Return to Brasília

MEETING PARTICIPANTS (IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY LAST NAME)
JUSTICE SYED REFAAT AHMED, SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH

JUSTICE RAFAEL ASENJO, ENVIRONMENTAL COURT OF SANTIAGO, CHILE

JUSTICE ANTONIO BENJAMIN, NATIONAL HIGH COURT OF BRAZIL (STJ)
JUSTICE EDWARD SIDNEY BLANCO REYES, CONSTITUTIONAL CHAMBER, SUPREME COURT OF JUSTICE OF EL SALVADOR

JUDGE FRUZSINA BOGOS, SECRETARY-GENERAL, EU FORUM OF JUDGES FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

JUSTICE BRIAN COTTLE, EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT

JUDGE CRISTINA CRESPO, FORMER PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES

JUSTICE CHIFUNDO KACHALE, HIGH COURT OF MALAWI AND CHAIR, JUDICIAL TRAINING COMMITTEE OF MALAWI

JUSTICE PAUL KIHWELO, HIGH COURT AND JUDICIARY TRAINING INSTITUTE OF TANZANIA

JUDGE DOYO KIM, SUWON DISTRICT COURT, REPUBLIC OF KOREA

JUDGE LIU HUIHUI, SUPREME PEOPLE’S COURT OF CHINA, ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES DIVISION

JUSTICE JOSE IGNACIO VASQUEZ MARQUEZ, CONSTITUTIONAL COURT OF CHILE

JUDGE WENDY MARTINEZ MEJIA, COURT OF APPEALS OF SANTO DOMINGO, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

JUDGE RAFAEL DE MENEZES, PRESIDENT, IBERO AMERICAN GROUP AND VICE PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES

JUDGE ROQUE CAMACHO NEGRETE, AGRO-ENVIRONMENTAL COURT OF SANTA CRUZ, BOLIVIA

JUSTICE RAGNHILD NOER, SUPREME COURT OF NORWAY

JUDGE JAYME DE OLIVEIRA (PRESIDENT, BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES – AMB
JUSTICE I GUSTI AGUNG SUMANATHA, SUPREME COURT OF INDONESIA

JUDGE ADRIANO SEDUVIM, FORMER VICE-PRESIDENT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES – AMB
JUSTICE PABLO TINAJERO DELGADO, NATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE, ECUADOR

JUSTICE DAMARIS VARGAS VASQUEZ, SUPREME COURT OF COSTA RICA

JUDGE ROBERTO VELOSO, PRESIDENT OF THE BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF FEDERAL JUDGES - AJUFE
JUDGE FLAVIA VIANA, PRESIDENT OF THE LUSOPOHONE ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES

JUSTICE MICHELLE WEEKES, HIGH COURT OF BARBADOS

JUSTICE MICHAEL WILSON, SUPREME COURT OF HAWAII, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

SENIOR JUDGE ZHANG HUA, SUPREME PEOPLE’S COURT OF CHINA, ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES DIVISION

 
PARTICIPANTS FROM ACADEMIA AND INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

IRUM AHSAN, SENIOR COUNSEL, ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

DENISE ANTOLINI, DEPUTY CHAIR, IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

NICHOLAS BRYNER, IUCN WCEL LIAISON FOR THE GLOBAL JUDICIAL INSTITUTE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

JOHN KNOX, UN SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE ENVIRONMENT

ARNOLD KREILHUBER, UN ENVIRONMENT, LAW DIVISION

NICHOLAS ROBINSON, CHAIR EMERITUS, IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

CLAUDIA DE WINDT, ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, DEPARTMENT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Monday, May 22 – Tuesday, May 23

PARTICIPANTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE ASSOCIATED REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM FOR LATIN AMERICAN AND THE 
CARIBBEAN (SEPARATE PROGRAM ATTACHED)
CONSTITUTIONS, ENVIRONMENT, AND HUMAN RIGHTS: PRACTICE AND IMPLEMENTATION

REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

VENUE: FEDERAL SENATE OF BRAZIL

http://staging.unep.org/delc/ju
UN Environment
http://staging.unep.org/delc/ju
UN Environment

-
dgesprogramme/tabid/78617/UN Environmentdgesprogramme/tabid/78617/UN EnvironmentUN Environment-UN Environment
Default.aspx

http://www.oas.org/en/sedi/dsd/ELPG/default.aspOrganization of American Stateshttp://www.oas.org/en/sedi/dsd/ELPG/default.aspOrganization of American StatesOrganization of American Stateshttp://www.oas.org/en/sedi/dsd/ELPG/default.aspOrganization of American States http://www.adb.org/http://www.adb.org/http://www.adb.org/http://www.adb.org/Asian Development Bankhttp://www.adb.org/Asian Development BankAsian Development Bankhttp://www.adb.org/Asian Development Bank

http://www.eufje.org/index.php/en/
http://staging.unep.org/delc/judgesprogramme/tabid/78617/default.aspx
http://www.oas.org/en/sedi/dsd/elpg/default.asp
http://www.adb.org/
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/charter-of-the-global-judicial-institute-rio-de-janeiro-29-april-2016-.pdf
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At the World Environmental Law Congress in April 2016 in Rio de Janeiro, under the auspices of the 
IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law, judges representing six continents gathered to esta-
blish the Global Judicial Institute for the Environment (GJIE). The GJIE is an endeavor supported by a 
multitude of partners, including national judicial schools, institutes, and academies; international 
and regional judicial associations and networks, such as the International Association of Judges and 
the EU Forum of Judges for the Environment; multilateral organizations, including UN Environment, 
the Organization of American States, and the Asian Development Bank.

The GJIE Charter describes its mission: “to support the role of courts and tribunals in applying and 
enforcing environmental laws and in promoting the environmental rule of law and the fair distribu-
tion of benefits and burdens.” The role for the Institute encompasses engagement not only with 
specialized environmental courts and tribunals, but other courts as well, including, for example, 
constitutional courts and other adjudicatory bodies that address environmental matters. It embra-
ces efforts to provide research and analysis on environmental adjudication, including bringing envi-
ronmental sciences to the service of the courts; promote capacity building, education, and training; 
and provide a forum for convening judges for collaboration and exchange of information on envi-
ronmental law issues.

One year after the launch, this Second International Meeting of the Global Judicial Institute for the Envi-
ronment will be a decision-making meeting, with a focus on the structure and model for legal perso-
nality of the Institute; governance of the GJIE, including the formation of an Interim Governing Cou-
ncil and Judicial Advisory Board; plans for seeking expressions of interest from other institutions to 
host the GJIE Secretariat; and discussion and approval of GJIE membership, as well as upcoming 
activities and events that are being planned among the GJIE and partner institutions. The meeting 
builds on regional meetings and consultations held throughout the last year, as well as videoconfe-
rences and in-person meetings in Brazil in February 2017.

For the first day of the meeting, Friday, May 19, hosted by the National High Court of Brazil (STJ), a 
videoconference link will be available for participants who are not able to attend in person. Details 
about how to connect to this link will be provided prior to the meeting.

Thursday, May 18

ARRIVAL OF PARTICIPANTS IN BRASÍLIA (AIRPORT PICKUP WILL BE PROVIDED)

Friday, May 19

VENUE: NATIONAL HIGH COURT OF BRAZIL (STJ)

BUS DEPARTS FROM HOTEL TO TRANSPORT MEETING PARTICIPANTS TO THE COURT

Opening

WELCOMING REMARKS: JUSTICE ANTONIO HERMAN BENJAMIN (NATIONAL HIGH COURT OF BRAZIL – STJ)

 INTRODUCTION OF MEETING PARTICIPANTS

 REVIEW OF THE MEETING AGENDA

 PREVIEW OF ASSOCIATED GJIE EVENT—REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM ON CONSTITUTIONS, ENVIRONMENT,  
AND HUMAN RIGHTS: PRACTICE AND IMPLEMENTATION (MAY 22-23, BRASÍLIA)

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: MEETING AGENDA

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVAL OF THE MEETING AGENDA

Presentation of the Charter for the Global Judicial Institute for the Environment

OVERVIEW OF THE CHARTER AS ADOPTED IN RIO DE JANEIRO IN 2016, INCLUDING AN OUTLINE OF THE PURPOSE, OBJECTI-

VES, AND ACTIVITIES ENVISIONED FOR THE GJIE.

Structure of the GJIE

DISCUSSION ON VISIONS FOR THE STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION OF THE GJIE. PRESENTATION OF IDEAS FOR POTENTIAL 
“MODELS” FOR THE GJIE, SUCH AS:

 DEVELOPING THE GJIE THROUGH AN INTERNATIONAL, INTER-ORGANIZATIONAL COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT AMONG 
PARTNER INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS THE ADB, IAJ, OAS, UN ENVIRONMENT, AND WCEL

 INCORPORATING THE GJIE AS A SEPARATE ENTITY, AS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION UNDER THE LAWS OF 
SWITZERLAND OR ANOTHER COUNTRY

MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL BE ENCOURAGED TO DISCUSS THE RELATIVE ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF EACH OPTION, 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE NEED FOR A GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE THAT ASSURES SELF-GOVERNANCE BY THE JUDICIARY AND 
CONTAINS THE NECESSARY SAFEGUARDS FOR RESPECTING ITS INDEPENDENCE AND INTEGRITY: A GJIE FOR JUDGES AND BY 
JUDGES.

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: DRAFT STATUTE FOR INCORPORATION OF GJIE

GJIE CHARTER

EXPECTED OUTCOME: SELECTION OF MODEL FOR LEGAL PERSONALITY AND COUNTRY WHERE GJIE WILL BE INCORPORATED

Coffee Break

GJIE Secretariat

DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL OF A CALL FOR “EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST” FROM POTENTIAL HOST INSTITUTIONS OR ORGANIZA-

TIONS THAT COULD SUPPORT A SECRETARIAT FOR THE GJIE, ON EITHER A TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT BASIS. A DRAFT OF 
THIS DOCUMENT WILL BE CIRCULATED TO MEETING PARTICIPANTS, EXPLAINING THE PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE GJIE, 
AND DETAILS ON THE SUPPORT AND STRUCTURE THAT THE GJIE WOULD SEEK FOR IN A SECRETARIAT. ONCE APPROVED, IT 
CAN BE SENT TO CHIEF JUSTICES, NATIONAL JUDICIAL SCHOOLS, UNIVERSITIES, RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS, INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS, ETC. TO SOLICIT EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST.

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: DRAFT CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST, TO BE SENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER THE 
MEETING

Lunch

GJIE Membership

DISCUSSION ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OF INDIVIDUAL AND INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIP IN THE GJIE, SUCH AS:

 HOW TO PUBLICIZE, RECRUIT, AND PROMOTE MEMBERSHIP IN THE GJIE

 POTENTIAL WAYS IN WHICH INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS AND INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE GJIE

 RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERS

MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL ALSO BE ENCOURAGED TO IDENTIFY AND PUT FORWARD A PROCESS FOR FORMING THE INITIAL 
CORE MEMBERSHIP OF THE GJIE, INCLUDING INDIVIDUALS AND JUDICIAL INSTITUTIONS.

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: LIST OF JUDGES PARTICIPATING IN GJIE MEETINGS AND CONSULTATIONS

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE INITIAL GJIE MEMBERSHIP LIST

Open Dialogue

DIALOGUE TO SYNTHESIZE MEETING PARTICIPANTS’ IDEAS AS TO THE STRUCTURE, SECRETARIAT, AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE 
GJIE. THE INTENT OF THIS DISCUSSION IS TO REVIEW THE DELIBERATIONS FROM THE DAY’S TOPICS, AS A FRAMEWORK FOR 
THE REST OF THE MEETING.

Closing

Depart for Chapada dos Veadeiros National Park (UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE)
(3 HOUR DRIVE BY BUS: LUGGAGE BROUGHT TO STJ BY PARTICIPANTS WILL HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY LOADED ON BUS) 

Arrive at National Park (LODGING AT POUSADA SÃO BENTO AND POUSADA CASA ROSA, ALTO PARAÍSO DE GOIÁS

Dinner

Saturday, May 20

VENUE: [LODGE] POUSADA SÃO BENTO, ALTO PARAÍSO DE GOIÁS

Breakfast

Governance of the GJIE: Selection of an Interim Governing Council and Judicial 
Advisory Board

DURING THIS SESSION, MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL DISCUSS AND APPROVE THE FORMATION OF TWO BODIES THAT CAN MOVE 
FORWARD THE WORK OF THE GJIE. THE INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL, AS ENVISIONED IN THE GJIE CHARTER, WOULD BE 
THE INITIAL OFFICERS OF THE INSTITUTE FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS, RESPONSIBLE FOR OVERSEEING ITS INCORPORATION 
AND/OR AGREEING ON A DOCUMENT FOR INTER-ORGANIZATIONAL COOPERATION TO SET THE WORK OF THE GJIE IN MOTION. 
IN ADDITION, A BROADER JUDICIAL ADVISORY BOARD WILL BE ESTABLISHED TO PROVIDE INPUT, GUIDANCE, AND SUPPORT 
FOR THE ACTIVITIES OF THE GJIE

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: INITIAL MANDATE FOR WORK OF INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL AND JUDICIAL ADVISORY 
BOARD

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE SELECTION OF INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL AND JUDICIAL ADVISORY BOARD

Coffee Break

Governance (continued)

Lunch

Depart for Site Visit TO CHAPADA DOS VEADEIROS NATIONAL PARK, HOSTED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE PARK

Dinner

Sunday, May 21

Breakfast

GJIE Activities and Partnerships

THIS SEGMENT OF THE MEETING IS INTENDED AS TIME FOR DISCUSSING GJIE ACTIVITIES AND HOW TO INTEGRATE THE 
INSTITUTE’S WORK WITH EXISTING INITIATIVES AND EFFORTS AT ENGAGING THE JUDICIARY ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES.

DISCUSSION WILL HIGHLIGHT RECENT PAST EVENTS AND HOW THOSE COULD BE ENHANCED BY COORDINATION WITH THE 
GJIE; UPCOMING ACTIVITIES RELATED TO JUDICIAL TRAINING, CAPACITY BUILDING, ETC., THAT ARE RELATED TO THE GJIE’S 
WORK AND ARE BEING PLANNED BY ONE OR MORE GJIE PARTNERS; AND DIALOGUE ON PLANNING NEW GJIE ACTIVITIES, 
ALONG THE LINES OF THE EXAMPLES IN ARTICLE IV OF THE GJIE CHARTER.

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR DISCUSSION [ADDITIONAL EVENTS TO BE ADDED TO THIS LIST]:

 JULY 3-4, 2017: INTERNATIONAL COLLOQUIUM IN KINSHASA, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO (PROGRAM 
TO BE DISTRIBUTED). THIS WILL BE THE FIRST PROGRAM OF ITS KIND ORGANIZED WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE GJIE 
FOR A FRANCOPHONE COUNTRY, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH WCEL, UN ENVIRONMENT, THE SUPREME COURT OF THE 
DRC, AND OTHERS.

 MAR. 18-23, 2018: WORLD WATER FORUM, BRASÍLIA, BRAZIL (HTTP://WWW.WORLDWATERCOUNCIL.ORG/FO-

RUM/BRASILIA-2018/) OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE GJIE TO PARTICIPATE INCLUDE PORTIONS OF THE POLITICAL 
FORUM AS WELL AS A 2-DAY SIDE EVENT

IN ADDITION, THE MEETING PARTICIPANTS CAN FOCUS ON ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR COLLABORATION WITH GJIE 
PARTNERS, INCLUDING NATIONAL JUDICIAL SCHOOLS, INSTITUTES, AND ACADEMIES, THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
JUDGES, EU FORUM ON JUDGES FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK, IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW, ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, UN ENVIRONMENT, ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS, AND OTHER 
RELEVANT ORGANIZATIONS.

FOR EXAMPLE, THIS COULD INCLUDE DISCUSSION ON UPDATING THE UN ENVIRONMENT JUDGES’ HANDBOOK ON ENVIRON-

MENTAL LAW; COLLABORATING WITH THE OAS ON ITS CAPACITY-BUILDING PROGRAMS; ETC

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: PROGRAMS FOR UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE PLANS FOR UPCOMING EVENTS 

COLLECT IDEAS/PRIORITIES FOR INCLUSION IN FUTURE TRAININGS

PROPOSALS OF ACTIVITIES FOR CONSIDERATION BY INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL

GJIE Funding

DISCUSSION ON WHICH ASPECTS OF THE GJIE’S WORK NEED DEDICATED FINANCIAL RESOURCES, AND ON POSSIBLE MODELS 
FOR FUNDING, SUCH AS:

APPLICATION FOR GRANTS OR OTHER RESOURCES FROM INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS

MEMBER DUES

SUPPORT FROM NATIONAL JUDICIAL INSTITUTIONS

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVAL OF DIRECTIVES FOR INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL AND PARTNERS IN OBTAINING 
FUNDING TO SUPPORT GJIE ACTIVITIES

Coffee Break

Review of Actions and Decisions Taken at the Meeting / Planning for the Next GJIE 
Meeting

Concluding Remarks

Lunch

Depart for Site Visit TO CHAPADA DOS VEADEIROS NATIONAL PARK

Dinner

Return to Brasília

MEETING PARTICIPANTS (IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY LAST NAME)
JUSTICE SYED REFAAT AHMED, SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH

JUSTICE RAFAEL ASENJO, ENVIRONMENTAL COURT OF SANTIAGO, CHILE

JUSTICE ANTONIO BENJAMIN, NATIONAL HIGH COURT OF BRAZIL (STJ)
JUSTICE EDWARD SIDNEY BLANCO REYES, CONSTITUTIONAL CHAMBER, SUPREME COURT OF JUSTICE OF EL SALVADOR

JUDGE FRUZSINA BOGOS, SECRETARY-GENERAL, EU FORUM OF JUDGES FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

JUSTICE BRIAN COTTLE, EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT

JUDGE CRISTINA CRESPO, FORMER PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES

JUSTICE CHIFUNDO KACHALE, HIGH COURT OF MALAWI AND CHAIR, JUDICIAL TRAINING COMMITTEE OF MALAWI

JUSTICE PAUL KIHWELO, HIGH COURT AND JUDICIARY TRAINING INSTITUTE OF TANZANIA

JUDGE DOYO KIM, SUWON DISTRICT COURT, REPUBLIC OF KOREA

JUDGE LIU HUIHUI, SUPREME PEOPLE’S COURT OF CHINA, ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES DIVISION

JUSTICE JOSE IGNACIO VASQUEZ MARQUEZ, CONSTITUTIONAL COURT OF CHILE

JUDGE WENDY MARTINEZ MEJIA, COURT OF APPEALS OF SANTO DOMINGO, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

JUDGE RAFAEL DE MENEZES, PRESIDENT, IBERO AMERICAN GROUP AND VICE PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES

JUDGE ROQUE CAMACHO NEGRETE, AGRO-ENVIRONMENTAL COURT OF SANTA CRUZ, BOLIVIA

JUSTICE RAGNHILD NOER, SUPREME COURT OF NORWAY

JUDGE JAYME DE OLIVEIRA (PRESIDENT, BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES – AMB
JUSTICE I GUSTI AGUNG SUMANATHA, SUPREME COURT OF INDONESIA

JUDGE ADRIANO SEDUVIM, FORMER VICE-PRESIDENT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES – AMB
JUSTICE PABLO TINAJERO DELGADO, NATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE, ECUADOR

JUSTICE DAMARIS VARGAS VASQUEZ, SUPREME COURT OF COSTA RICA

JUDGE ROBERTO VELOSO, PRESIDENT OF THE BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF FEDERAL JUDGES - AJUFE
JUDGE FLAVIA VIANA, PRESIDENT OF THE LUSOPOHONE ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES

JUSTICE MICHELLE WEEKES, HIGH COURT OF BARBADOS

JUSTICE MICHAEL WILSON, SUPREME COURT OF HAWAII, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

SENIOR JUDGE ZHANG HUA, SUPREME PEOPLE’S COURT OF CHINA, ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES DIVISION

 
PARTICIPANTS FROM ACADEMIA AND INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

IRUM AHSAN, SENIOR COUNSEL, ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

DENISE ANTOLINI, DEPUTY CHAIR, IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

NICHOLAS BRYNER, IUCN WCEL LIAISON FOR THE GLOBAL JUDICIAL INSTITUTE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

JOHN KNOX, UN SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE ENVIRONMENT

ARNOLD KREILHUBER, UN ENVIRONMENT, LAW DIVISION

NICHOLAS ROBINSON, CHAIR EMERITUS, IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

CLAUDIA DE WINDT, ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, DEPARTMENT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Monday, May 22 – Tuesday, May 23

PARTICIPANTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE ASSOCIATED REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM FOR LATIN AMERICAN AND THE 
CARIBBEAN (SEPARATE PROGRAM ATTACHED)
CONSTITUTIONS, ENVIRONMENT, AND HUMAN RIGHTS: PRACTICE AND IMPLEMENTATION

REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

VENUE: FEDERAL SENATE OF BRAZIL

https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/charter-of-the-global-judicial-institute-rio-de-janeiro-29-april-2016-.pdf
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At the World Environmental Law Congress in April 2016 in Rio de Janeiro, under the auspices of the 
IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law, judges representing six continents gathered to esta-
blish the Global Judicial Institute for the Environment (GJIE). The GJIE is an endeavor supported by a 
multitude of partners, including national judicial schools, institutes, and academies; international 
and regional judicial associations and networks, such as the International Association of Judges and 
the EU Forum of Judges for the Environment; multilateral organizations, including UN Environment, 
the Organization of American States, and the Asian Development Bank.

The GJIE Charter describes its mission: “to support the role of courts and tribunals in applying and 
enforcing environmental laws and in promoting the environmental rule of law and the fair distribu-
tion of benefits and burdens.” The role for the Institute encompasses engagement not only with 
specialized environmental courts and tribunals, but other courts as well, including, for example, 
constitutional courts and other adjudicatory bodies that address environmental matters. It embra-
ces efforts to provide research and analysis on environmental adjudication, including bringing envi-
ronmental sciences to the service of the courts; promote capacity building, education, and training; 
and provide a forum for convening judges for collaboration and exchange of information on envi-
ronmental law issues.

One year after the launch, this Second International Meeting of the Global Judicial Institute for the Envi-
ronment will be a decision-making meeting, with a focus on the structure and model for legal perso-
nality of the Institute; governance of the GJIE, including the formation of an Interim Governing Cou-
ncil and Judicial Advisory Board; plans for seeking expressions of interest from other institutions to 
host the GJIE Secretariat; and discussion and approval of GJIE membership, as well as upcoming 
activities and events that are being planned among the GJIE and partner institutions. The meeting 
builds on regional meetings and consultations held throughout the last year, as well as videoconfe-
rences and in-person meetings in Brazil in February 2017.

For the first day of the meeting, Friday, May 19, hosted by the National High Court of Brazil (STJ), a 
videoconference link will be available for participants who are not able to attend in person. Details 
about how to connect to this link will be provided prior to the meeting.

Thursday, May 18

ARRIVAL OF PARTICIPANTS IN BRASÍLIA (AIRPORT PICKUP WILL BE PROVIDED)

Friday, May 19

VENUE: NATIONAL HIGH COURT OF BRAZIL (STJ)

BUS DEPARTS FROM HOTEL TO TRANSPORT MEETING PARTICIPANTS TO THE COURT

Opening

WELCOMING REMARKS: JUSTICE ANTONIO HERMAN BENJAMIN (NATIONAL HIGH COURT OF BRAZIL – STJ)

 INTRODUCTION OF MEETING PARTICIPANTS

 REVIEW OF THE MEETING AGENDA

 PREVIEW OF ASSOCIATED GJIE EVENT—REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM ON CONSTITUTIONS, ENVIRONMENT,  
AND HUMAN RIGHTS: PRACTICE AND IMPLEMENTATION (MAY 22-23, BRASÍLIA)

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: MEETING AGENDA

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVAL OF THE MEETING AGENDA

Presentation of the Charter for the Global Judicial Institute for the Environment

OVERVIEW OF THE CHARTER AS ADOPTED IN RIO DE JANEIRO IN 2016, INCLUDING AN OUTLINE OF THE PURPOSE, OBJECTI-

VES, AND ACTIVITIES ENVISIONED FOR THE GJIE.

Structure of the GJIE

DISCUSSION ON VISIONS FOR THE STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION OF THE GJIE. PRESENTATION OF IDEAS FOR POTENTIAL 
“MODELS” FOR THE GJIE, SUCH AS:

 DEVELOPING THE GJIE THROUGH AN INTERNATIONAL, INTER-ORGANIZATIONAL COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT AMONG 
PARTNER INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS THE ADB, IAJ, OAS, UN ENVIRONMENT, AND WCEL

 INCORPORATING THE GJIE AS A SEPARATE ENTITY, AS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION UNDER THE LAWS OF 
SWITZERLAND OR ANOTHER COUNTRY

MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL BE ENCOURAGED TO DISCUSS THE RELATIVE ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF EACH OPTION, 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE NEED FOR A GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE THAT ASSURES SELF-GOVERNANCE BY THE JUDICIARY AND 
CONTAINS THE NECESSARY SAFEGUARDS FOR RESPECTING ITS INDEPENDENCE AND INTEGRITY: A GJIE FOR JUDGES AND BY 
JUDGES.

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: DRAFT STATUTE FOR INCORPORATION OF GJIE

GJIE CHARTER

EXPECTED OUTCOME: SELECTION OF MODEL FOR LEGAL PERSONALITY AND COUNTRY WHERE GJIE WILL BE INCORPORATED

Coffee Break

GJIE Secretariat

DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL OF A CALL FOR “EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST” FROM POTENTIAL HOST INSTITUTIONS OR ORGANIZA-

TIONS THAT COULD SUPPORT A SECRETARIAT FOR THE GJIE, ON EITHER A TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT BASIS. A DRAFT OF 
THIS DOCUMENT WILL BE CIRCULATED TO MEETING PARTICIPANTS, EXPLAINING THE PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE GJIE, 
AND DETAILS ON THE SUPPORT AND STRUCTURE THAT THE GJIE WOULD SEEK FOR IN A SECRETARIAT. ONCE APPROVED, IT 
CAN BE SENT TO CHIEF JUSTICES, NATIONAL JUDICIAL SCHOOLS, UNIVERSITIES, RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS, INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS, ETC. TO SOLICIT EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST.

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: DRAFT CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST, TO BE SENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER THE 
MEETING

Lunch

GJIE Membership

DISCUSSION ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OF INDIVIDUAL AND INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIP IN THE GJIE, SUCH AS:

 HOW TO PUBLICIZE, RECRUIT, AND PROMOTE MEMBERSHIP IN THE GJIE

 POTENTIAL WAYS IN WHICH INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS AND INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE GJIE

 RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERS

MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL ALSO BE ENCOURAGED TO IDENTIFY AND PUT FORWARD A PROCESS FOR FORMING THE INITIAL 
CORE MEMBERSHIP OF THE GJIE, INCLUDING INDIVIDUALS AND JUDICIAL INSTITUTIONS.

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: LIST OF JUDGES PARTICIPATING IN GJIE MEETINGS AND CONSULTATIONS

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE INITIAL GJIE MEMBERSHIP LIST

Open Dialogue

DIALOGUE TO SYNTHESIZE MEETING PARTICIPANTS’ IDEAS AS TO THE STRUCTURE, SECRETARIAT, AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE 
GJIE. THE INTENT OF THIS DISCUSSION IS TO REVIEW THE DELIBERATIONS FROM THE DAY’S TOPICS, AS A FRAMEWORK FOR 
THE REST OF THE MEETING.

Closing

Depart for Chapada dos Veadeiros National Park (UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE)
(3 HOUR DRIVE BY BUS: LUGGAGE BROUGHT TO STJ BY PARTICIPANTS WILL HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY LOADED ON BUS) 

Arrive at National Park (LODGING AT POUSADA SÃO BENTO AND POUSADA CASA ROSA, ALTO PARAÍSO DE GOIÁS

Dinner

Saturday, May 20

VENUE: [LODGE] POUSADA SÃO BENTO, ALTO PARAÍSO DE GOIÁS

Breakfast

Governance of the GJIE: Selection of an Interim Governing Council and Judicial 
Advisory Board

DURING THIS SESSION, MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL DISCUSS AND APPROVE THE FORMATION OF TWO BODIES THAT CAN MOVE 
FORWARD THE WORK OF THE GJIE. THE INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL, AS ENVISIONED IN THE GJIE CHARTER, WOULD BE 
THE INITIAL OFFICERS OF THE INSTITUTE FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS, RESPONSIBLE FOR OVERSEEING ITS INCORPORATION 
AND/OR AGREEING ON A DOCUMENT FOR INTER-ORGANIZATIONAL COOPERATION TO SET THE WORK OF THE GJIE IN MOTION. 
IN ADDITION, A BROADER JUDICIAL ADVISORY BOARD WILL BE ESTABLISHED TO PROVIDE INPUT, GUIDANCE, AND SUPPORT 
FOR THE ACTIVITIES OF THE GJIE

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: INITIAL MANDATE FOR WORK OF INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL AND JUDICIAL ADVISORY 
BOARD

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE SELECTION OF INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL AND JUDICIAL ADVISORY BOARD

Coffee Break

Governance (continued)

Lunch

Depart for Site Visit TO CHAPADA DOS VEADEIROS NATIONAL PARK, HOSTED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE PARK

Dinner

Sunday, May 21

Breakfast

GJIE Activities and Partnerships

THIS SEGMENT OF THE MEETING IS INTENDED AS TIME FOR DISCUSSING GJIE ACTIVITIES AND HOW TO INTEGRATE THE 
INSTITUTE’S WORK WITH EXISTING INITIATIVES AND EFFORTS AT ENGAGING THE JUDICIARY ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES.

DISCUSSION WILL HIGHLIGHT RECENT PAST EVENTS AND HOW THOSE COULD BE ENHANCED BY COORDINATION WITH THE 
GJIE; UPCOMING ACTIVITIES RELATED TO JUDICIAL TRAINING, CAPACITY BUILDING, ETC., THAT ARE RELATED TO THE GJIE’S 
WORK AND ARE BEING PLANNED BY ONE OR MORE GJIE PARTNERS; AND DIALOGUE ON PLANNING NEW GJIE ACTIVITIES, 
ALONG THE LINES OF THE EXAMPLES IN ARTICLE IV OF THE GJIE CHARTER.

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR DISCUSSION [ADDITIONAL EVENTS TO BE ADDED TO THIS LIST]:

 JULY 3-4, 2017: INTERNATIONAL COLLOQUIUM IN KINSHASA, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO (PROGRAM 
TO BE DISTRIBUTED). THIS WILL BE THE FIRST PROGRAM OF ITS KIND ORGANIZED WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE GJIE 
FOR A FRANCOPHONE COUNTRY, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH WCEL, UN ENVIRONMENT, THE SUPREME COURT OF THE

DRC, AND OTHERS.

 MAR. 18-23, 2018: WORLD WATER FORUM, BRASÍLIA, BRAZIL (HTTP://WWW.WORLDWATERCOUNCIL.ORG/FO-

RUM/BRASILIA-2018/) OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE GJIE TO PARTICIPATE INCLUDE PORTIONS OF THE POLITICAL 
FORUM AS WELL AS A 2-DAY SIDE EVENT

IN ADDITION, THE MEETING PARTICIPANTS CAN FOCUS ON ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR COLLABORATION WITH GJIE 
PARTNERS, INCLUDING NATIONAL JUDICIAL SCHOOLS, INSTITUTES, AND ACADEMIES, THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
JUDGES, EU FORUM ON JUDGES FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK, IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW, ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, UN ENVIRONMENT, ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS, AND OTHER 
RELEVANT ORGANIZATIONS.

FOR EXAMPLE, THIS COULD INCLUDE DISCUSSION ON UPDATING THE UN ENVIRONMENT JUDGES’ HANDBOOK ON ENVIRON-

MENTAL LAW; COLLABORATING WITH THE OAS ON ITS CAPACITY-BUILDING PROGRAMS; ETC

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: PROGRAMS FOR UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE PLANS FOR UPCOMING EVENTS 

COLLECT IDEAS/PRIORITIES FOR INCLUSION IN FUTURE TRAININGS

PROPOSALS OF ACTIVITIES FOR CONSIDERATION BY INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL

GJIE Funding

DISCUSSION ON WHICH ASPECTS OF THE GJIE’S WORK NEED DEDICATED FINANCIAL RESOURCES, AND ON POSSIBLE MODELS 
FOR FUNDING, SUCH AS:

APPLICATION FOR GRANTS OR OTHER RESOURCES FROM INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS

MEMBER DUES

SUPPORT FROM NATIONAL JUDICIAL INSTITUTIONS

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVAL OF DIRECTIVES FOR INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL AND PARTNERS IN OBTAINING 
FUNDING TO SUPPORT GJIE ACTIVITIES

Coffee Break

Review of Actions and Decisions Taken at the Meeting / Planning for the Next GJIE 
Meeting

Concluding Remarks

Lunch

Depart for Site Visit TO CHAPADA DOS VEADEIROS NATIONAL PARK

Dinner

Return to Brasília

MEETING PARTICIPANTS (IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY LAST NAME)
JUSTICE SYED REFAAT AHMED, SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH

JUSTICE RAFAEL ASENJO, ENVIRONMENTAL COURT OF SANTIAGO, CHILE

JUSTICE ANTONIO BENJAMIN, NATIONAL HIGH COURT OF BRAZIL (STJ)
JUSTICE EDWARD SIDNEY BLANCO REYES, CONSTITUTIONAL CHAMBER, SUPREME COURT OF JUSTICE OF EL SALVADOR

JUDGE FRUZSINA BOGOS, SECRETARY-GENERAL, EU FORUM OF JUDGES FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

JUSTICE BRIAN COTTLE, EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT

JUDGE CRISTINA CRESPO, FORMER PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES

JUSTICE CHIFUNDO KACHALE, HIGH COURT OF MALAWI AND CHAIR, JUDICIAL TRAINING COMMITTEE OF MALAWI

JUSTICE PAUL KIHWELO, HIGH COURT AND JUDICIARY TRAINING INSTITUTE OF TANZANIA

JUDGE DOYO KIM, SUWON DISTRICT COURT, REPUBLIC OF KOREA

JUDGE LIU HUIHUI, SUPREME PEOPLE’S COURT OF CHINA, ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES DIVISION

JUSTICE JOSE IGNACIO VASQUEZ MARQUEZ, CONSTITUTIONAL COURT OF CHILE

JUDGE WENDY MARTINEZ MEJIA, COURT OF APPEALS OF SANTO DOMINGO, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

JUDGE RAFAEL DE MENEZES, PRESIDENT, IBERO AMERICAN GROUP AND VICE PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES

JUDGE ROQUE CAMACHO NEGRETE, AGRO-ENVIRONMENTAL COURT OF SANTA CRUZ, BOLIVIA

JUSTICE RAGNHILD NOER, SUPREME COURT OF NORWAY

JUDGE JAYME DE OLIVEIRA (PRESIDENT, BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES – AMB
JUSTICE I GUSTI AGUNG SUMANATHA, SUPREME COURT OF INDONESIA

JUDGE ADRIANO SEDUVIM, FORMER VICE-PRESIDENT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES – AMB
JUSTICE PABLO TINAJERO DELGADO, NATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE, ECUADOR

JUSTICE DAMARIS VARGAS VASQUEZ, SUPREME COURT OF COSTA RICA

JUDGE ROBERTO VELOSO, PRESIDENT OF THE BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF FEDERAL JUDGES - AJUFE
JUDGE FLAVIA VIANA, PRESIDENT OF THE LUSOPOHONE ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES

JUSTICE MICHELLE WEEKES, HIGH COURT OF BARBADOS

JUSTICE MICHAEL WILSON, SUPREME COURT OF HAWAII, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

SENIOR JUDGE ZHANG HUA, SUPREME PEOPLE’S COURT OF CHINA, ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES DIVISION

 
PARTICIPANTS FROM ACADEMIA AND INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

IRUM AHSAN, SENIOR COUNSEL, ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

DENISE ANTOLINI, DEPUTY CHAIR, IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

NICHOLAS BRYNER, IUCN WCEL LIAISON FOR THE GLOBAL JUDICIAL INSTITUTE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

JOHN KNOX, UN SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE ENVIRONMENT

ARNOLD KREILHUBER, UN ENVIRONMENT, LAW DIVISION

NICHOLAS ROBINSON, CHAIR EMERITUS, IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

CLAUDIA DE WINDT, ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, DEPARTMENT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Monday, May 22 – Tuesday, May 23

PARTICIPANTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE ASSOCIATED REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM FOR LATIN AMERICAN AND THE 
CARIBBEAN (SEPARATE PROGRAM ATTACHED)
CONSTITUTIONS, ENVIRONMENT, AND HUMAN RIGHTS: PRACTICE AND IMPLEMENTATION

REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

VENUE: FEDERAL SENATE OF BRAZIL

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chapada_dos_Veadeiros_National_Park
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At the World Environmental Law Congress in April 2016 in Rio de Janeiro, under the auspices of the 
IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law, judges representing six continents gathered to esta-
blish the Global Judicial Institute for the Environment (GJIE). The GJIE is an endeavor supported by a 
multitude of partners, including national judicial schools, institutes, and academies; international 
and regional judicial associations and networks, such as the International Association of Judges and 
the EU Forum of Judges for the Environment; multilateral organizations, including UN Environment, 
the Organization of American States, and the Asian Development Bank.

The GJIE Charter describes its mission: “to support the role of courts and tribunals in applying and 
enforcing environmental laws and in promoting the environmental rule of law and the fair distribu-
tion of benefits and burdens.” The role for the Institute encompasses engagement not only with 
specialized environmental courts and tribunals, but other courts as well, including, for example, 
constitutional courts and other adjudicatory bodies that address environmental matters. It embra-
ces efforts to provide research and analysis on environmental adjudication, including bringing envi-
ronmental sciences to the service of the courts; promote capacity building, education, and training; 
and provide a forum for convening judges for collaboration and exchange of information on envi-
ronmental law issues.

One year after the launch, this Second International Meeting of the Global Judicial Institute for the Envi-
ronment will be a decision-making meeting, with a focus on the structure and model for legal perso-
nality of the Institute; governance of the GJIE, including the formation of an Interim Governing Cou-
ncil and Judicial Advisory Board; plans for seeking expressions of interest from other institutions to 
host the GJIE Secretariat; and discussion and approval of GJIE membership, as well as upcoming 
activities and events that are being planned among the GJIE and partner institutions. The meeting 
builds on regional meetings and consultations held throughout the last year, as well as videoconfe-
rences and in-person meetings in Brazil in February 2017.

For the first day of the meeting, Friday, May 19, hosted by the National High Court of Brazil (STJ), a 
videoconference link will be available for participants who are not able to attend in person. Details 
about how to connect to this link will be provided prior to the meeting.

Thursday, May 18

ARRIVAL OF PARTICIPANTS IN BRASÍLIA (AIRPORT PICKUP WILL BE PROVIDED)

Friday, May 19

VENUE: NATIONAL HIGH COURT OF BRAZIL (STJ)

BUS DEPARTS FROM HOTEL TO TRANSPORT MEETING PARTICIPANTS TO THE COURT

Opening

WELCOMING REMARKS: JUSTICE ANTONIO HERMAN BENJAMIN (NATIONAL HIGH COURT OF BRAZIL – STJ)

 INTRODUCTION OF MEETING PARTICIPANTS

 REVIEW OF THE MEETING AGENDA

 PREVIEW OF ASSOCIATED GJIE EVENT—REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM ON CONSTITUTIONS, ENVIRONMENT,  
AND HUMAN RIGHTS: PRACTICE AND IMPLEMENTATION (MAY 22-23, BRASÍLIA)

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: MEETING AGENDA

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVAL OF THE MEETING AGENDA

Presentation of the Charter for the Global Judicial Institute for the Environment

OVERVIEW OF THE CHARTER AS ADOPTED IN RIO DE JANEIRO IN 2016, INCLUDING AN OUTLINE OF THE PURPOSE, OBJECTI-

VES, AND ACTIVITIES ENVISIONED FOR THE GJIE.

Structure of the GJIE

DISCUSSION ON VISIONS FOR THE STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION OF THE GJIE. PRESENTATION OF IDEAS FOR POTENTIAL 
“MODELS” FOR THE GJIE, SUCH AS:

 DEVELOPING THE GJIE THROUGH AN INTERNATIONAL, INTER-ORGANIZATIONAL COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT AMONG 
PARTNER INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS THE ADB, IAJ, OAS, UN ENVIRONMENT, AND WCEL

 INCORPORATING THE GJIE AS A SEPARATE ENTITY, AS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION UNDER THE LAWS OF 
SWITZERLAND OR ANOTHER COUNTRY

MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL BE ENCOURAGED TO DISCUSS THE RELATIVE ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF EACH OPTION, 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE NEED FOR A GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE THAT ASSURES SELF-GOVERNANCE BY THE JUDICIARY AND 
CONTAINS THE NECESSARY SAFEGUARDS FOR RESPECTING ITS INDEPENDENCE AND INTEGRITY: A GJIE FOR JUDGES AND BY 
JUDGES.

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: DRAFT STATUTE FOR INCORPORATION OF GJIE

GJIE CHARTER

EXPECTED OUTCOME: SELECTION OF MODEL FOR LEGAL PERSONALITY AND COUNTRY WHERE GJIE WILL BE INCORPORATED

Coffee Break

GJIE Secretariat

DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL OF A CALL FOR “EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST” FROM POTENTIAL HOST INSTITUTIONS OR ORGANIZA-

TIONS THAT COULD SUPPORT A SECRETARIAT FOR THE GJIE, ON EITHER A TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT BASIS. A DRAFT OF 
THIS DOCUMENT WILL BE CIRCULATED TO MEETING PARTICIPANTS, EXPLAINING THE PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE GJIE, 
AND DETAILS ON THE SUPPORT AND STRUCTURE THAT THE GJIE WOULD SEEK FOR IN A SECRETARIAT. ONCE APPROVED, IT 
CAN BE SENT TO CHIEF JUSTICES, NATIONAL JUDICIAL SCHOOLS, UNIVERSITIES, RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS, INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS, ETC. TO SOLICIT EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST.

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: DRAFT CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST, TO BE SENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER THE 
MEETING

Lunch

GJIE Membership

DISCUSSION ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OF INDIVIDUAL AND INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIP IN THE GJIE, SUCH AS:

 HOW TO PUBLICIZE, RECRUIT, AND PROMOTE MEMBERSHIP IN THE GJIE

 POTENTIAL WAYS IN WHICH INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS AND INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE GJIE

 RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERS

MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL ALSO BE ENCOURAGED TO IDENTIFY AND PUT FORWARD A PROCESS FOR FORMING THE INITIAL 
CORE MEMBERSHIP OF THE GJIE, INCLUDING INDIVIDUALS AND JUDICIAL INSTITUTIONS.

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: LIST OF JUDGES PARTICIPATING IN GJIE MEETINGS AND CONSULTATIONS

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE INITIAL GJIE MEMBERSHIP LIST

Open Dialogue

DIALOGUE TO SYNTHESIZE MEETING PARTICIPANTS’ IDEAS AS TO THE STRUCTURE, SECRETARIAT, AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE 
GJIE. THE INTENT OF THIS DISCUSSION IS TO REVIEW THE DELIBERATIONS FROM THE DAY’S TOPICS, AS A FRAMEWORK FOR 
THE REST OF THE MEETING.

Closing

Depart for Chapada dos Veadeiros National Park (UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE)
(3 HOUR DRIVE BY BUS: LUGGAGE BROUGHT TO STJ BY PARTICIPANTS WILL HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY LOADED ON BUS) 

Arrive at National Park (LODGING AT POUSADA SÃO BENTO AND POUSADA CASA ROSA, ALTO PARAÍSO DE GOIÁS

Dinner

Saturday, May 20

VENUE: [LODGE] POUSADA SÃO BENTO, ALTO PARAÍSO DE GOIÁS

Breakfast

Governance of the GJIE: Selection of an Interim Governing Council and Judicial 
Advisory Board

DURING THIS SESSION, MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL DISCUSS AND APPROVE THE FORMATION OF TWO BODIES THAT CAN MOVE 
FORWARD THE WORK OF THE GJIE. THE INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL, AS ENVISIONED IN THE GJIE CHARTER, WOULD BE 
THE INITIAL OFFICERS OF THE INSTITUTE FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS, RESPONSIBLE FOR OVERSEEING ITS INCORPORATION 
AND/OR AGREEING ON A DOCUMENT FOR INTER-ORGANIZATIONAL COOPERATION TO SET THE WORK OF THE GJIE IN MOTION. 
IN ADDITION, A BROADER JUDICIAL ADVISORY BOARD WILL BE ESTABLISHED TO PROVIDE INPUT, GUIDANCE, AND SUPPORT 
FOR THE ACTIVITIES OF THE GJIE

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: INITIAL MANDATE FOR WORK OF INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL AND JUDICIAL ADVISORY 
BOARD

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE SELECTION OF INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL AND JUDICIAL ADVISORY BOARD

Coffee Break

Governance (continued)

Lunch

Depart for Site Visit TO CHAPADA DOS VEADEIROS NATIONAL PARK, HOSTED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE PARK

Dinner

Sunday, May 21

Breakfast

GJIE Activities and Partnerships

THIS SEGMENT OF THE MEETING IS INTENDED AS TIME FOR DISCUSSING GJIE ACTIVITIES AND HOW TO INTEGRATE THE 
INSTITUTE’S WORK WITH EXISTING INITIATIVES AND EFFORTS AT ENGAGING THE JUDICIARY ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES.

DISCUSSION WILL HIGHLIGHT RECENT PAST EVENTS AND HOW THOSE COULD BE ENHANCED BY COORDINATION WITH THE 
GJIE; UPCOMING ACTIVITIES RELATED TO JUDICIAL TRAINING, CAPACITY BUILDING, ETC., THAT ARE RELATED TO THE GJIE’S 
WORK AND ARE BEING PLANNED BY ONE OR MORE GJIE PARTNERS; AND DIALOGUE ON PLANNING NEW GJIE ACTIVITIES, 
ALONG THE LINES OF THE EXAMPLES IN ARTICLE IV OF THE GJIE CHARTER.

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR DISCUSSION [ADDITIONAL EVENTS TO BE ADDED TO THIS LIST]:

 JULY 3-4, 2017: INTERNATIONAL COLLOQUIUM IN KINSHASA, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO (PROGRAM 
TO BE DISTRIBUTED). THIS WILL BE THE FIRST PROGRAM OF ITS KIND ORGANIZED WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE GJIE 
FOR A FRANCOPHONE COUNTRY, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH WCEL, UN ENVIRONMENT, THE SUPREME COURT OF THE

DRC, AND OTHERS.

 MAR. 18-23, 2018: WORLD WATER FORUM, BRASÍLIA, BRAZIL (HTTP://WWW.WORLDWATERCOUNCIL.ORG/FO-

RUM/BRASILIA-2018/) OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE GJIE TO PARTICIPATE INCLUDE PORTIONS OF THE POLITICAL 
FORUM AS WELL AS A 2-DAY SIDE EVENT

IN ADDITION, THE MEETING PARTICIPANTS CAN FOCUS ON ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR COLLABORATION WITH GJIE 
PARTNERS, INCLUDING NATIONAL JUDICIAL SCHOOLS, INSTITUTES, AND ACADEMIES, THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
JUDGES, EU FORUM ON JUDGES FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK, IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW, ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, UN ENVIRONMENT, ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS, AND OTHER 
RELEVANT ORGANIZATIONS.

FOR EXAMPLE, THIS COULD INCLUDE DISCUSSION ON UPDATING THE UN ENVIRONMENT JUDGES’ HANDBOOK ON ENVIRON-

MENTAL LAW; COLLABORATING WITH THE OAS ON ITS CAPACITY-BUILDING PROGRAMS; ETC

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: PROGRAMS FOR UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE PLANS FOR UPCOMING EVENTS 

COLLECT IDEAS/PRIORITIES FOR INCLUSION IN FUTURE TRAININGS

PROPOSALS OF ACTIVITIES FOR CONSIDERATION BY INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL

GJIE Funding

DISCUSSION ON WHICH ASPECTS OF THE GJIE’S WORK NEED DEDICATED FINANCIAL RESOURCES, AND ON POSSIBLE MODELS 
FOR FUNDING, SUCH AS:

APPLICATION FOR GRANTS OR OTHER RESOURCES FROM INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS

MEMBER DUES

SUPPORT FROM NATIONAL JUDICIAL INSTITUTIONS

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVAL OF DIRECTIVES FOR INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL AND PARTNERS IN OBTAINING 
FUNDING TO SUPPORT GJIE ACTIVITIES

Coffee Break

Review of Actions and Decisions Taken at the Meeting / Planning for the Next GJIE 
Meeting

Concluding Remarks

Lunch

Depart for Site Visit TO CHAPADA DOS VEADEIROS NATIONAL PARK

Dinner

Return to Brasília

MEETING PARTICIPANTS (IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY LAST NAME)
JUSTICE SYED REFAAT AHMED, SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH

JUSTICE RAFAEL ASENJO, ENVIRONMENTAL COURT OF SANTIAGO, CHILE

JUSTICE ANTONIO BENJAMIN, NATIONAL HIGH COURT OF BRAZIL (STJ)
JUSTICE EDWARD SIDNEY BLANCO REYES, CONSTITUTIONAL CHAMBER, SUPREME COURT OF JUSTICE OF EL SALVADOR

JUDGE FRUZSINA BOGOS, SECRETARY-GENERAL, EU FORUM OF JUDGES FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

JUSTICE BRIAN COTTLE, EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT

JUDGE CRISTINA CRESPO, FORMER PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES

JUSTICE CHIFUNDO KACHALE, HIGH COURT OF MALAWI AND CHAIR, JUDICIAL TRAINING COMMITTEE OF MALAWI

JUSTICE PAUL KIHWELO, HIGH COURT AND JUDICIARY TRAINING INSTITUTE OF TANZANIA

JUDGE DOYO KIM, SUWON DISTRICT COURT, REPUBLIC OF KOREA

JUDGE LIU HUIHUI, SUPREME PEOPLE’S COURT OF CHINA, ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES DIVISION

JUSTICE JOSE IGNACIO VASQUEZ MARQUEZ, CONSTITUTIONAL COURT OF CHILE

JUDGE WENDY MARTINEZ MEJIA, COURT OF APPEALS OF SANTO DOMINGO, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

JUDGE RAFAEL DE MENEZES, PRESIDENT, IBERO AMERICAN GROUP AND VICE PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES

JUDGE ROQUE CAMACHO NEGRETE, AGRO-ENVIRONMENTAL COURT OF SANTA CRUZ, BOLIVIA

JUSTICE RAGNHILD NOER, SUPREME COURT OF NORWAY

JUDGE JAYME DE OLIVEIRA (PRESIDENT, BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES – AMB
JUSTICE I GUSTI AGUNG SUMANATHA, SUPREME COURT OF INDONESIA

JUDGE ADRIANO SEDUVIM, FORMER VICE-PRESIDENT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES – AMB
JUSTICE PABLO TINAJERO DELGADO, NATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE, ECUADOR

JUSTICE DAMARIS VARGAS VASQUEZ, SUPREME COURT OF COSTA RICA

JUDGE ROBERTO VELOSO, PRESIDENT OF THE BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF FEDERAL JUDGES - AJUFE
JUDGE FLAVIA VIANA, PRESIDENT OF THE LUSOPOHONE ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES

JUSTICE MICHELLE WEEKES, HIGH COURT OF BARBADOS

JUSTICE MICHAEL WILSON, SUPREME COURT OF HAWAII, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

SENIOR JUDGE ZHANG HUA, SUPREME PEOPLE’S COURT OF CHINA, ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES DIVISION

 
PARTICIPANTS FROM ACADEMIA AND INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

IRUM AHSAN, SENIOR COUNSEL, ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

DENISE ANTOLINI, DEPUTY CHAIR, IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

NICHOLAS BRYNER, IUCN WCEL LIAISON FOR THE GLOBAL JUDICIAL INSTITUTE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

JOHN KNOX, UN SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE ENVIRONMENT

ARNOLD KREILHUBER, UN ENVIRONMENT, LAW DIVISION

NICHOLAS ROBINSON, CHAIR EMERITUS, IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

CLAUDIA DE WINDT, ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, DEPARTMENT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Monday, May 22 – Tuesday, May 23

PARTICIPANTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE ASSOCIATED REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM FOR LATIN AMERICAN AND THE 
CARIBBEAN (SEPARATE PROGRAM ATTACHED)
CONSTITUTIONS, ENVIRONMENT, AND HUMAN RIGHTS: PRACTICE AND IMPLEMENTATION

REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

VENUE: FEDERAL SENATE OF BRAZIL
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At the World Environmental Law Congress in April 2016 in Rio de Janeiro, under the auspices of the 
IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law, judges representing six continents gathered to esta-
blish the Global Judicial Institute for the Environment (GJIE). The GJIE is an endeavor supported by a 
multitude of partners, including national judicial schools, institutes, and academies; international 
and regional judicial associations and networks, such as the International Association of Judges and 
the EU Forum of Judges for the Environment; multilateral organizations, including UN Environment, 
the Organization of American States, and the Asian Development Bank.

The GJIE Charter describes its mission: “to support the role of courts and tribunals in applying and 
enforcing environmental laws and in promoting the environmental rule of law and the fair distribu-
tion of benefits and burdens.” The role for the Institute encompasses engagement not only with 
specialized environmental courts and tribunals, but other courts as well, including, for example, 
constitutional courts and other adjudicatory bodies that address environmental matters. It embra-
ces efforts to provide research and analysis on environmental adjudication, including bringing envi-
ronmental sciences to the service of the courts; promote capacity building, education, and training; 
and provide a forum for convening judges for collaboration and exchange of information on envi-
ronmental law issues.

One year after the launch, this Second International Meeting of the Global Judicial Institute for the Envi-
ronment will be a decision-making meeting, with a focus on the structure and model for legal perso-
nality of the Institute; governance of the GJIE, including the formation of an Interim Governing Cou-
ncil and Judicial Advisory Board; plans for seeking expressions of interest from other institutions to 
host the GJIE Secretariat; and discussion and approval of GJIE membership, as well as upcoming 
activities and events that are being planned among the GJIE and partner institutions. The meeting 
builds on regional meetings and consultations held throughout the last year, as well as videoconfe-
rences and in-person meetings in Brazil in February 2017.

For the first day of the meeting, Friday, May 19, hosted by the National High Court of Brazil (STJ), a 
videoconference link will be available for participants who are not able to attend in person. Details 
about how to connect to this link will be provided prior to the meeting.

Thursday, May 18

ARRIVAL OF PARTICIPANTS IN BRASÍLIA (AIRPORT PICKUP WILL BE PROVIDED)

Friday, May 19

VENUE: NATIONAL HIGH COURT OF BRAZIL (STJ)

BUS DEPARTS FROM HOTEL TO TRANSPORT MEETING PARTICIPANTS TO THE COURT

Opening

WELCOMING REMARKS: JUSTICE ANTONIO HERMAN BENJAMIN (NATIONAL HIGH COURT OF BRAZIL – STJ)

 INTRODUCTION OF MEETING PARTICIPANTS

 REVIEW OF THE MEETING AGENDA

 PREVIEW OF ASSOCIATED GJIE EVENT—REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM ON CONSTITUTIONS, ENVIRONMENT,  
AND HUMAN RIGHTS: PRACTICE AND IMPLEMENTATION (MAY 22-23, BRASÍLIA)

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: MEETING AGENDA

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVAL OF THE MEETING AGENDA

Presentation of the Charter for the Global Judicial Institute for the Environment

OVERVIEW OF THE CHARTER AS ADOPTED IN RIO DE JANEIRO IN 2016, INCLUDING AN OUTLINE OF THE PURPOSE, OBJECTI-

VES, AND ACTIVITIES ENVISIONED FOR THE GJIE.

Structure of the GJIE

DISCUSSION ON VISIONS FOR THE STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION OF THE GJIE. PRESENTATION OF IDEAS FOR POTENTIAL 
“MODELS” FOR THE GJIE, SUCH AS:

 DEVELOPING THE GJIE THROUGH AN INTERNATIONAL, INTER-ORGANIZATIONAL COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT AMONG 
PARTNER INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS THE ADB, IAJ, OAS, UN ENVIRONMENT, AND WCEL

 INCORPORATING THE GJIE AS A SEPARATE ENTITY, AS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION UNDER THE LAWS OF 
SWITZERLAND OR ANOTHER COUNTRY

MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL BE ENCOURAGED TO DISCUSS THE RELATIVE ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF EACH OPTION, 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE NEED FOR A GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE THAT ASSURES SELF-GOVERNANCE BY THE JUDICIARY AND 
CONTAINS THE NECESSARY SAFEGUARDS FOR RESPECTING ITS INDEPENDENCE AND INTEGRITY: A GJIE FOR JUDGES AND BY 
JUDGES.

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: DRAFT STATUTE FOR INCORPORATION OF GJIE

GJIE CHARTER

EXPECTED OUTCOME: SELECTION OF MODEL FOR LEGAL PERSONALITY AND COUNTRY WHERE GJIE WILL BE INCORPORATED

Coffee Break

GJIE Secretariat

DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL OF A CALL FOR “EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST” FROM POTENTIAL HOST INSTITUTIONS OR ORGANIZA-

TIONS THAT COULD SUPPORT A SECRETARIAT FOR THE GJIE, ON EITHER A TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT BASIS. A DRAFT OF 
THIS DOCUMENT WILL BE CIRCULATED TO MEETING PARTICIPANTS, EXPLAINING THE PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE GJIE, 
AND DETAILS ON THE SUPPORT AND STRUCTURE THAT THE GJIE WOULD SEEK FOR IN A SECRETARIAT. ONCE APPROVED, IT 
CAN BE SENT TO CHIEF JUSTICES, NATIONAL JUDICIAL SCHOOLS, UNIVERSITIES, RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS, INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS, ETC. TO SOLICIT EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST.

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: DRAFT CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST, TO BE SENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER THE 
MEETING

Lunch

GJIE Membership

DISCUSSION ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OF INDIVIDUAL AND INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIP IN THE GJIE, SUCH AS:

 HOW TO PUBLICIZE, RECRUIT, AND PROMOTE MEMBERSHIP IN THE GJIE

 POTENTIAL WAYS IN WHICH INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS AND INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE GJIE

 RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERS

MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL ALSO BE ENCOURAGED TO IDENTIFY AND PUT FORWARD A PROCESS FOR FORMING THE INITIAL 
CORE MEMBERSHIP OF THE GJIE, INCLUDING INDIVIDUALS AND JUDICIAL INSTITUTIONS.

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: LIST OF JUDGES PARTICIPATING IN GJIE MEETINGS AND CONSULTATIONS

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE INITIAL GJIE MEMBERSHIP LIST

Open Dialogue

DIALOGUE TO SYNTHESIZE MEETING PARTICIPANTS’ IDEAS AS TO THE STRUCTURE, SECRETARIAT, AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE 
GJIE. THE INTENT OF THIS DISCUSSION IS TO REVIEW THE DELIBERATIONS FROM THE DAY’S TOPICS, AS A FRAMEWORK FOR 
THE REST OF THE MEETING.

Closing

Depart for Chapada dos Veadeiros National Park (UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE)
(3 HOUR DRIVE BY BUS: LUGGAGE BROUGHT TO STJ BY PARTICIPANTS WILL HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY LOADED ON BUS) 

Arrive at National Park (LODGING AT POUSADA SÃO BENTO AND POUSADA CASA ROSA, ALTO PARAÍSO DE GOIÁS

Dinner

Saturday, May 20

VENUE: [LODGE] POUSADA SÃO BENTO, ALTO PARAÍSO DE GOIÁS

Breakfast

Governance of the GJIE: Selection of an Interim Governing Council and Judicial 
Advisory Board

DURING THIS SESSION, MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL DISCUSS AND APPROVE THE FORMATION OF TWO BODIES THAT CAN MOVE 
FORWARD THE WORK OF THE GJIE. THE INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL, AS ENVISIONED IN THE GJIE CHARTER, WOULD BE 
THE INITIAL OFFICERS OF THE INSTITUTE FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS, RESPONSIBLE FOR OVERSEEING ITS INCORPORATION 
AND/OR AGREEING ON A DOCUMENT FOR INTER-ORGANIZATIONAL COOPERATION TO SET THE WORK OF THE GJIE IN MOTION. 
IN ADDITION, A BROADER JUDICIAL ADVISORY BOARD WILL BE ESTABLISHED TO PROVIDE INPUT, GUIDANCE, AND SUPPORT 
FOR THE ACTIVITIES OF THE GJIE

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: INITIAL MANDATE FOR WORK OF INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL AND JUDICIAL ADVISORY 
BOARD

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE SELECTION OF INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL AND JUDICIAL ADVISORY BOARD

Coffee Break

Governance (continued)

Lunch

Depart for Site Visit TO CHAPADA DOS VEADEIROS NATIONAL PARK, HOSTED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE PARK

Dinner

Sunday, May 21

Breakfast

GJIE Activities and Partnerships

THIS SEGMENT OF THE MEETING IS INTENDED AS TIME FOR DISCUSSING GJIE ACTIVITIES AND HOW TO INTEGRATE THE 
INSTITUTE’S WORK WITH EXISTING INITIATIVES AND EFFORTS AT ENGAGING THE JUDICIARY ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES.

DISCUSSION WILL HIGHLIGHT RECENT PAST EVENTS AND HOW THOSE COULD BE ENHANCED BY COORDINATION WITH THE 
GJIE; UPCOMING ACTIVITIES RELATED TO JUDICIAL TRAINING, CAPACITY BUILDING, ETC., THAT ARE RELATED TO THE GJIE’S 
WORK AND ARE BEING PLANNED BY ONE OR MORE GJIE PARTNERS; AND DIALOGUE ON PLANNING NEW GJIE ACTIVITIES, 
ALONG THE LINES OF THE EXAMPLES IN ARTICLE IV OF THE GJIE CHARTER.

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR DISCUSSION [ADDITIONAL EVENTS TO BE ADDED TO THIS LIST]:

 JULY 3-4, 2017: INTERNATIONAL COLLOQUIUM IN KINSHASA, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO (PROGRAM 
TO BE DISTRIBUTED). THIS WILL BE THE FIRST PROGRAM OF ITS KIND ORGANIZED WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE GJIE 
FOR A FRANCOPHONE COUNTRY, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH WCEL, UN ENVIRONMENT, THE SUPREME COURT OF THE

DRC, AND OTHERS.

 MAR. 18-23, 2018: WORLD WATER FORUM, BRASÍLIA, BRAZIL (HTTP://WWW.WORLDWATERCOUNCIL.ORG/FO-

RUM/BRASILIA-2018/) OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE GJIE TO PARTICIPATE INCLUDE PORTIONS OF THE POLITICAL 
FORUM AS WELL AS A 2-DAY SIDE EVENT

IN ADDITION, THE MEETING PARTICIPANTS CAN FOCUS ON ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR COLLABORATION WITH GJIE 
PARTNERS, INCLUDING NATIONAL JUDICIAL SCHOOLS, INSTITUTES, AND ACADEMIES, THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
JUDGES, EU FORUM ON JUDGES FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK, IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW, ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, UN ENVIRONMENT, ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS, AND OTHER 
RELEVANT ORGANIZATIONS.

FOR EXAMPLE, THIS COULD INCLUDE DISCUSSION ON UPDATING THE UN ENVIRONMENT JUDGES’ HANDBOOK ON ENVIRON-

MENTAL LAW; COLLABORATING WITH THE OAS ON ITS CAPACITY-BUILDING PROGRAMS; ETC

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: PROGRAMS FOR UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE PLANS FOR UPCOMING EVENTS 

COLLECT IDEAS/PRIORITIES FOR INCLUSION IN FUTURE TRAININGS

PROPOSALS OF ACTIVITIES FOR CONSIDERATION BY INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL

GJIE Funding

DISCUSSION ON WHICH ASPECTS OF THE GJIE’S WORK NEED DEDICATED FINANCIAL RESOURCES, AND ON POSSIBLE MODELS 
FOR FUNDING, SUCH AS:

APPLICATION FOR GRANTS OR OTHER RESOURCES FROM INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS

MEMBER DUES

SUPPORT FROM NATIONAL JUDICIAL INSTITUTIONS

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVAL OF DIRECTIVES FOR INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL AND PARTNERS IN OBTAINING 
FUNDING TO SUPPORT GJIE ACTIVITIES

Coffee Break

Review of Actions and Decisions Taken at the Meeting / Planning for the Next GJIE 
Meeting

Concluding Remarks

Lunch

Depart for Site Visit TO CHAPADA DOS VEADEIROS NATIONAL PARK

Dinner

Return to Brasília

MEETING PARTICIPANTS (IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY LAST NAME)
JUSTICE SYED REFAAT AHMED, SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH

JUSTICE RAFAEL ASENJO, ENVIRONMENTAL COURT OF SANTIAGO, CHILE

JUSTICE ANTONIO BENJAMIN, NATIONAL HIGH COURT OF BRAZIL (STJ)
JUSTICE EDWARD SIDNEY BLANCO REYES, CONSTITUTIONAL CHAMBER, SUPREME COURT OF JUSTICE OF EL SALVADOR

JUDGE FRUZSINA BOGOS, SECRETARY-GENERAL, EU FORUM OF JUDGES FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

JUSTICE BRIAN COTTLE, EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT

JUDGE CRISTINA CRESPO, FORMER PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES

JUSTICE CHIFUNDO KACHALE, HIGH COURT OF MALAWI AND CHAIR, JUDICIAL TRAINING COMMITTEE OF MALAWI

JUSTICE PAUL KIHWELO, HIGH COURT AND JUDICIARY TRAINING INSTITUTE OF TANZANIA

JUDGE DOYO KIM, SUWON DISTRICT COURT, REPUBLIC OF KOREA

JUDGE LIU HUIHUI, SUPREME PEOPLE’S COURT OF CHINA, ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES DIVISION

JUSTICE JOSE IGNACIO VASQUEZ MARQUEZ, CONSTITUTIONAL COURT OF CHILE

JUDGE WENDY MARTINEZ MEJIA, COURT OF APPEALS OF SANTO DOMINGO, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

JUDGE RAFAEL DE MENEZES, PRESIDENT, IBERO AMERICAN GROUP AND VICE PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES

JUDGE ROQUE CAMACHO NEGRETE, AGRO-ENVIRONMENTAL COURT OF SANTA CRUZ, BOLIVIA

JUSTICE RAGNHILD NOER, SUPREME COURT OF NORWAY

JUDGE JAYME DE OLIVEIRA (PRESIDENT, BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES – AMB
JUSTICE I GUSTI AGUNG SUMANATHA, SUPREME COURT OF INDONESIA

JUDGE ADRIANO SEDUVIM, FORMER VICE-PRESIDENT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES – AMB
JUSTICE PABLO TINAJERO DELGADO, NATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE, ECUADOR

JUSTICE DAMARIS VARGAS VASQUEZ, SUPREME COURT OF COSTA RICA

JUDGE ROBERTO VELOSO, PRESIDENT OF THE BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF FEDERAL JUDGES - AJUFE
JUDGE FLAVIA VIANA, PRESIDENT OF THE LUSOPOHONE ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES

JUSTICE MICHELLE WEEKES, HIGH COURT OF BARBADOS

JUSTICE MICHAEL WILSON, SUPREME COURT OF HAWAII, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

SENIOR JUDGE ZHANG HUA, SUPREME PEOPLE’S COURT OF CHINA, ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES DIVISION

 
PARTICIPANTS FROM ACADEMIA AND INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

IRUM AHSAN, SENIOR COUNSEL, ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

DENISE ANTOLINI, DEPUTY CHAIR, IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

NICHOLAS BRYNER, IUCN WCEL LIAISON FOR THE GLOBAL JUDICIAL INSTITUTE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

JOHN KNOX, UN SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE ENVIRONMENT

ARNOLD KREILHUBER, UN ENVIRONMENT, LAW DIVISION

NICHOLAS ROBINSON, CHAIR EMERITUS, IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

CLAUDIA DE WINDT, ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, DEPARTMENT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Monday, May 22 – Tuesday, May 23

PARTICIPANTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE ASSOCIATED REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM FOR LATIN AMERICAN AND THE 
CARIBBEAN (SEPARATE PROGRAM ATTACHED)
CONSTITUTIONS, ENVIRONMENT, AND HUMAN RIGHTS: PRACTICE AND IMPLEMENTATION

REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

VENUE: FEDERAL SENATE OF BRAZIL



Organized by:

World Commission 
on Environmental Law 

Commission Mondiale de 
Droit de l’Environnement

Comisión Mundial 
de Derecho Ambiental

At the World Environmental Law Congress in April 2016 in Rio de Janeiro, under the auspices of the 
IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law, judges representing six continents gathered to esta-
blish the Global Judicial Institute for the Environment (GJIE). The GJIE is an endeavor supported by a 
multitude of partners, including national judicial schools, institutes, and academies; international 
and regional judicial associations and networks, such as the International Association of Judges and 
the EU Forum of Judges for the Environment; multilateral organizations, including UN Environment, 
the Organization of American States, and the Asian Development Bank.

The GJIE Charter describes its mission: “to support the role of courts and tribunals in applying and 
enforcing environmental laws and in promoting the environmental rule of law and the fair distribu-
tion of benefits and burdens.” The role for the Institute encompasses engagement not only with 
specialized environmental courts and tribunals, but other courts as well, including, for example, 
constitutional courts and other adjudicatory bodies that address environmental matters. It embra-
ces efforts to provide research and analysis on environmental adjudication, including bringing envi-
ronmental sciences to the service of the courts; promote capacity building, education, and training; 
and provide a forum for convening judges for collaboration and exchange of information on envi-
ronmental law issues.

One year after the launch, this Second International Meeting of the Global Judicial Institute for the Envi-
ronment will be a decision-making meeting, with a focus on the structure and model for legal perso-
nality of the Institute; governance of the GJIE, including the formation of an Interim Governing Cou-
ncil and Judicial Advisory Board; plans for seeking expressions of interest from other institutions to 
host the GJIE Secretariat; and discussion and approval of GJIE membership, as well as upcoming 
activities and events that are being planned among the GJIE and partner institutions. The meeting 
builds on regional meetings and consultations held throughout the last year, as well as videoconfe-
rences and in-person meetings in Brazil in February 2017.

For the first day of the meeting, Friday, May 19, hosted by the National High Court of Brazil (STJ), a 
videoconference link will be available for participants who are not able to attend in person. Details 
about how to connect to this link will be provided prior to the meeting.

Thursday, May 18

ARRIVAL OF PARTICIPANTS IN BRASÍLIA (AIRPORT PICKUP WILL BE PROVIDED)

Friday, May 19

VENUE: NATIONAL HIGH COURT OF BRAZIL (STJ)

BUS DEPARTS FROM HOTEL TO TRANSPORT MEETING PARTICIPANTS TO THE COURT

Opening

WELCOMING REMARKS: JUSTICE ANTONIO HERMAN BENJAMIN (NATIONAL HIGH COURT OF BRAZIL – STJ)

 INTRODUCTION OF MEETING PARTICIPANTS

 REVIEW OF THE MEETING AGENDA

 PREVIEW OF ASSOCIATED GJIE EVENT—REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM ON CONSTITUTIONS, ENVIRONMENT,  
AND HUMAN RIGHTS: PRACTICE AND IMPLEMENTATION (MAY 22-23, BRASÍLIA)

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: MEETING AGENDA

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVAL OF THE MEETING AGENDA

Presentation of the Charter for the Global Judicial Institute for the Environment

OVERVIEW OF THE CHARTER AS ADOPTED IN RIO DE JANEIRO IN 2016, INCLUDING AN OUTLINE OF THE PURPOSE, OBJECTI-

VES, AND ACTIVITIES ENVISIONED FOR THE GJIE.

Structure of the GJIE

DISCUSSION ON VISIONS FOR THE STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION OF THE GJIE. PRESENTATION OF IDEAS FOR POTENTIAL 
“MODELS” FOR THE GJIE, SUCH AS:

 DEVELOPING THE GJIE THROUGH AN INTERNATIONAL, INTER-ORGANIZATIONAL COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT AMONG 
PARTNER INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS THE ADB, IAJ, OAS, UN ENVIRONMENT, AND WCEL

 INCORPORATING THE GJIE AS A SEPARATE ENTITY, AS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION UNDER THE LAWS OF 
SWITZERLAND OR ANOTHER COUNTRY

MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL BE ENCOURAGED TO DISCUSS THE RELATIVE ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF EACH OPTION, 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE NEED FOR A GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE THAT ASSURES SELF-GOVERNANCE BY THE JUDICIARY AND 
CONTAINS THE NECESSARY SAFEGUARDS FOR RESPECTING ITS INDEPENDENCE AND INTEGRITY: A GJIE FOR JUDGES AND BY 
JUDGES.

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: DRAFT STATUTE FOR INCORPORATION OF GJIE

GJIE CHARTER

EXPECTED OUTCOME: SELECTION OF MODEL FOR LEGAL PERSONALITY AND COUNTRY WHERE GJIE WILL BE INCORPORATED

Coffee Break

GJIE Secretariat

DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL OF A CALL FOR “EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST” FROM POTENTIAL HOST INSTITUTIONS OR ORGANIZA-

TIONS THAT COULD SUPPORT A SECRETARIAT FOR THE GJIE, ON EITHER A TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT BASIS. A DRAFT OF 
THIS DOCUMENT WILL BE CIRCULATED TO MEETING PARTICIPANTS, EXPLAINING THE PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE GJIE, 
AND DETAILS ON THE SUPPORT AND STRUCTURE THAT THE GJIE WOULD SEEK FOR IN A SECRETARIAT. ONCE APPROVED, IT 
CAN BE SENT TO CHIEF JUSTICES, NATIONAL JUDICIAL SCHOOLS, UNIVERSITIES, RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS, INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS, ETC. TO SOLICIT EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST.

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: DRAFT CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST, TO BE SENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER THE 
MEETING

Lunch

GJIE Membership

DISCUSSION ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OF INDIVIDUAL AND INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIP IN THE GJIE, SUCH AS:

 HOW TO PUBLICIZE, RECRUIT, AND PROMOTE MEMBERSHIP IN THE GJIE

 POTENTIAL WAYS IN WHICH INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS AND INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE GJIE

 RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERS

MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL ALSO BE ENCOURAGED TO IDENTIFY AND PUT FORWARD A PROCESS FOR FORMING THE INITIAL 
CORE MEMBERSHIP OF THE GJIE, INCLUDING INDIVIDUALS AND JUDICIAL INSTITUTIONS.

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: LIST OF JUDGES PARTICIPATING IN GJIE MEETINGS AND CONSULTATIONS

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE INITIAL GJIE MEMBERSHIP LIST

Open Dialogue

DIALOGUE TO SYNTHESIZE MEETING PARTICIPANTS’ IDEAS AS TO THE STRUCTURE, SECRETARIAT, AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE 
GJIE. THE INTENT OF THIS DISCUSSION IS TO REVIEW THE DELIBERATIONS FROM THE DAY’S TOPICS, AS A FRAMEWORK FOR 
THE REST OF THE MEETING.

Closing

Depart for Chapada dos Veadeiros National Park (UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE)
(3 HOUR DRIVE BY BUS: LUGGAGE BROUGHT TO STJ BY PARTICIPANTS WILL HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY LOADED ON BUS) 

Arrive at National Park (LODGING AT POUSADA SÃO BENTO AND POUSADA CASA ROSA, ALTO PARAÍSO DE GOIÁS

Dinner

Saturday, May 20

VENUE: [LODGE] POUSADA SÃO BENTO, ALTO PARAÍSO DE GOIÁS

Breakfast

Governance of the GJIE: Selection of an Interim Governing Council and Judicial 
Advisory Board

DURING THIS SESSION, MEETING PARTICIPANTS WILL DISCUSS AND APPROVE THE FORMATION OF TWO BODIES THAT CAN MOVE 
FORWARD THE WORK OF THE GJIE. THE INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL, AS ENVISIONED IN THE GJIE CHARTER, WOULD BE 
THE INITIAL OFFICERS OF THE INSTITUTE FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS, RESPONSIBLE FOR OVERSEEING ITS INCORPORATION 
AND/OR AGREEING ON A DOCUMENT FOR INTER-ORGANIZATIONAL COOPERATION TO SET THE WORK OF THE GJIE IN MOTION. 
IN ADDITION, A BROADER JUDICIAL ADVISORY BOARD WILL BE ESTABLISHED TO PROVIDE INPUT, GUIDANCE, AND SUPPORT 
FOR THE ACTIVITIES OF THE GJIE

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: INITIAL MANDATE FOR WORK OF INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL AND JUDICIAL ADVISORY 
BOARD

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE SELECTION OF INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL AND JUDICIAL ADVISORY BOARD

Coffee Break

Governance (continued)

Lunch

Depart for Site Visit TO CHAPADA DOS VEADEIROS NATIONAL PARK, HOSTED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE PARK

Dinner

Sunday, May 21

Breakfast

GJIE Activities and Partnerships

THIS SEGMENT OF THE MEETING IS INTENDED AS TIME FOR DISCUSSING GJIE ACTIVITIES AND HOW TO INTEGRATE THE 
INSTITUTE’S WORK WITH EXISTING INITIATIVES AND EFFORTS AT ENGAGING THE JUDICIARY ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES.

DISCUSSION WILL HIGHLIGHT RECENT PAST EVENTS AND HOW THOSE COULD BE ENHANCED BY COORDINATION WITH THE 
GJIE; UPCOMING ACTIVITIES RELATED TO JUDICIAL TRAINING, CAPACITY BUILDING, ETC., THAT ARE RELATED TO THE GJIE’S 
WORK AND ARE BEING PLANNED BY ONE OR MORE GJIE PARTNERS; AND DIALOGUE ON PLANNING NEW GJIE ACTIVITIES, 
ALONG THE LINES OF THE EXAMPLES IN ARTICLE IV OF THE GJIE CHARTER.

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR DISCUSSION [ADDITIONAL EVENTS TO BE ADDED TO THIS LIST]:

 JULY 3-4, 2017: INTERNATIONAL COLLOQUIUM IN KINSHASA, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO (PROGRAM 
TO BE DISTRIBUTED). THIS WILL BE THE FIRST PROGRAM OF ITS KIND ORGANIZED WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE GJIE 
FOR A FRANCOPHONE COUNTRY, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH WCEL, UN ENVIRONMENT, THE SUPREME COURT OF THE

DRC, AND OTHERS.

 MAR. 18-23, 2018: WORLD WATER FORUM, BRASÍLIA, BRAZIL (HTTP://WWW.WORLDWATERCOUNCIL.ORG/FO-

RUM/BRASILIA-2018/) OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE GJIE TO PARTICIPATE INCLUDE PORTIONS OF THE POLITICAL 
FORUM AS WELL AS A 2-DAY SIDE EVENT

IN ADDITION, THE MEETING PARTICIPANTS CAN FOCUS ON ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR COLLABORATION WITH GJIE 
PARTNERS, INCLUDING NATIONAL JUDICIAL SCHOOLS, INSTITUTES, AND ACADEMIES, THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
JUDGES, EU FORUM ON JUDGES FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK, IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW, ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, UN ENVIRONMENT, ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS, AND OTHER 
RELEVANT ORGANIZATIONS.

FOR EXAMPLE, THIS COULD INCLUDE DISCUSSION ON UPDATING THE UN ENVIRONMENT JUDGES’ HANDBOOK ON ENVIRON-

MENTAL LAW; COLLABORATING WITH THE OAS ON ITS CAPACITY-BUILDING PROGRAMS; ETC

DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION: PROGRAMS FOR UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVE PLANS FOR UPCOMING EVENTS 

COLLECT IDEAS/PRIORITIES FOR INCLUSION IN FUTURE TRAININGS

PROPOSALS OF ACTIVITIES FOR CONSIDERATION BY INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL

GJIE Funding

DISCUSSION ON WHICH ASPECTS OF THE GJIE’S WORK NEED DEDICATED FINANCIAL RESOURCES, AND ON POSSIBLE MODELS 
FOR FUNDING, SUCH AS:

APPLICATION FOR GRANTS OR OTHER RESOURCES FROM INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS

MEMBER DUES

SUPPORT FROM NATIONAL JUDICIAL INSTITUTIONS

EXPECTED OUTCOME: APPROVAL OF DIRECTIVES FOR INTERIM GOVERNING COUNCIL AND PARTNERS IN OBTAINING 
FUNDING TO SUPPORT GJIE ACTIVITIES

Coffee Break

Review of Actions and Decisions Taken at the Meeting / Planning for the Next GJIE 
Meeting

Concluding Remarks

Lunch

Depart for Site Visit TO CHAPADA DOS VEADEIROS NATIONAL PARK

Dinner

Return to Brasília

MEETING PARTICIPANTS (IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY LAST NAME)
JUSTICE SYED REFAAT AHMED, SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH

JUSTICE RAFAEL ASENJO, ENVIRONMENTAL COURT OF SANTIAGO, CHILE

JUSTICE ANTONIO BENJAMIN, NATIONAL HIGH COURT OF BRAZIL (STJ)
JUSTICE EDWARD SIDNEY BLANCO REYES, CONSTITUTIONAL CHAMBER, SUPREME COURT OF JUSTICE OF EL SALVADOR

JUDGE FRUZSINA BOGOS, SECRETARY-GENERAL, EU FORUM OF JUDGES FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

JUSTICE BRIAN COTTLE, EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT

JUDGE CRISTINA CRESPO, FORMER PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES

JUSTICE CHIFUNDO KACHALE, HIGH COURT OF MALAWI AND CHAIR, JUDICIAL TRAINING COMMITTEE OF MALAWI

JUSTICE PAUL KIHWELO, HIGH COURT AND JUDICIARY TRAINING INSTITUTE OF TANZANIA

JUDGE DOYO KIM, SUWON DISTRICT COURT, REPUBLIC OF KOREA

JUDGE LIU HUIHUI, SUPREME PEOPLE’S COURT OF CHINA, ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES DIVISION

JUSTICE JOSE IGNACIO VASQUEZ MARQUEZ, CONSTITUTIONAL COURT OF CHILE

JUDGE WENDY MARTINEZ MEJIA, COURT OF APPEALS OF SANTO DOMINGO, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

JUDGE RAFAEL DE MENEZES, PRESIDENT, IBERO AMERICAN GROUP AND VICE PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES

JUDGE ROQUE CAMACHO NEGRETE, AGRO-ENVIRONMENTAL COURT OF SANTA CRUZ, BOLIVIA

JUSTICE RAGNHILD NOER, SUPREME COURT OF NORWAY

JUDGE JAYME DE OLIVEIRA (PRESIDENT, BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES – AMB
JUSTICE I GUSTI AGUNG SUMANATHA, SUPREME COURT OF INDONESIA

JUDGE ADRIANO SEDUVIM, FORMER VICE-PRESIDENT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES – AMB
JUSTICE PABLO TINAJERO DELGADO, NATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE, ECUADOR

JUSTICE DAMARIS VARGAS VASQUEZ, SUPREME COURT OF COSTA RICA

JUDGE ROBERTO VELOSO, PRESIDENT OF THE BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF FEDERAL JUDGES - AJUFE
JUDGE FLAVIA VIANA, PRESIDENT OF THE LUSOPOHONE ASSOCIATION OF JUDGES

JUSTICE MICHELLE WEEKES, HIGH COURT OF BARBADOS

JUSTICE MICHAEL WILSON, SUPREME COURT OF HAWAII, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

SENIOR JUDGE ZHANG HUA, SUPREME PEOPLE’S COURT OF CHINA, ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES DIVISION

 
PARTICIPANTS FROM ACADEMIA AND INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

IRUM AHSAN, SENIOR COUNSEL, ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

DENISE ANTOLINI, DEPUTY CHAIR, IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

NICHOLAS BRYNER, IUCN WCEL LIAISON FOR THE GLOBAL JUDICIAL INSTITUTE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

JOHN KNOX, UN SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE ENVIRONMENT

ARNOLD KREILHUBER, UN ENVIRONMENT, LAW DIVISION

NICHOLAS ROBINSON, CHAIR EMERITUS, IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

CLAUDIA DE WINDT, ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, DEPARTMENT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Monday, May 22 – Tuesday, May 23

PARTICIPANTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE ASSOCIATED REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM FOR LATIN AMERICAN AND THE 
CARIBBEAN (SEPARATE PROGRAM ATTACHED)
CONSTITUTIONS, ENVIRONMENT, AND HUMAN RIGHTS: PRACTICE AND IMPLEMENTATION

REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

VENUE: FEDERAL SENATE OF BRAZIL


