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IUCN’s marine community - secretariat staff, partners and Commission members working on marine issues across the 
Union – welcome you to Marseille and wish you a very productive Congress.  This Marine Journey has been compiled to 
provide participants, both those on site and those tuning in remotely, a guide to the 72 marine-related events happening at 
the IUCN Congress.

Of those, 27 are Forum events and 45 will take place on the various pavilions in the Exhibition Area, including 23 on the 
Ocean and Islands pavilion.  The Ocean and Islands pavilion will be open on the night of the opening and for the duration of 
the Forum. When there are no events ongoing, you are welcome to come to network and meet marine friends.

The ocean is taking centre stage as one 
of the key themes at IUCN Congress 
reflecting its status as one of the key 
pillars of IUCN’s quadrennial programme 
of work during the period 2020-2023.

We invite you to attend the opening and 
closing plenaries of the Restoring Ocean 
Health theme. Distinguished speakers 
will open the Congress on an engaging 
and optimistic note, highlighting key 
trends and opportunities whilst the 
closing plenary will reflect on highlights 
from the Forum and will feed ideas 
into the Marseille Outcomes, the IUCN 
roadmap for a better future for the natural 
world and people.
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Ocean and Islands Pavilion Thematic stream sessionsOther Pavilions Forum events

Time 
CEST

Saturday 4 September

14:00 - 15:00     H3 Ocean and Islands

The Ocean Decade and Marine 
Biodiversity - Co-Designing 
Knowledge for Global Marine 
Biodiversity Recovery 
IOC UNESCO

16:30 - 17:30     H3 Ocean and Islands

Wildlife Justice Commission: 
Tackling the trafficking of 
marine species through an 
intelligence-led approach

11:00 - 11:45       H3 BEST and beyond

Sustainable development of 
angling of the only European 
native and pristine brook trout 
populations in the archipelago 
of Saint-Pierre and Miquelon
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10:00 - 10:45      H3 BEST and beyond

Le Réseau d’Observation des 
Récifs Coralliens de Nouvelle-
Calédonie : un outil de veille 
citoyenne sur la santé des 
récifs coralliens
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1414
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1515
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1818

...

11:00 - 12:15   H1 Plenary - Calanques

Opening Plenary: A Dynamic 
Ocean

12:30 - 13:45     H3 Ocean and Islands

Arrival of the Relay 4 Nature 
baton in the Ocean and Islands 
Pavilion

14:00 - 15:00          H3 Oceania-Hawaii

Integrated Ocean Management 
through Marine Spatial 
Planning (MSP)/ Marine 
Protected Area (MPA) Planning 
in Oceania

15:15 - 16:15     H3 Ocean and Islands

EPR (Extended Producer 
Responsibility), a tool to fix 
Ghost Gear ? 
UNEP, GGGI

15:45 - 16:30 H3  Comité français UICN

French overseas territories: 
from space to species

16:00 - 17:00         H3 European Union

Knowledge exchanges 
between the Atlantic and South 
East Asia basins to restore 
marine habitats and improve 
MPA management

12:45 - 13:45      H3 BEST and beyond

Islands paving the way of the 
2030 Agenda: Examples of 
inspiring leaderships !

18:00 - 19:00     H3 Ocean and Islands

New partnerships and 
innovative approaches toward 
an efficient conservation of 
sea turtle in Atlantic coast of 
Africa - RASTOMA

16:00 - 16:45      H3 BEST and beyond

South Atlantic environment 
issues and actions overview

14:00 - 15:30             H8 - 4 Martinique

De la diversité des AMP 
à travers le monde : 
usages, modèles, enjeux 
d’appropriation

14:00 - 15:30             Virtual Channel 4

A New Genetic Rescue Toolkit 
for Ocean Conservation

16:00 - 17:30               H8 - 8 Pyrenées

Global pressures on 
mangroves and their 
communities: solutions from 
conservation and restoration

18:00 - 19:30             Virtual Channel 3

High Hopes for the High Seas: 
protecting biodiversity in the 
global ocean

18:00 - 19:30              Virtual Channel 1

The Business of Oceans: 
Sustainable companies & 
innovative financing

16:00 - 18:00           Virtual Channel 10

Conservation Action Café - 
Restoring Ocean Health

18:30 - 19:30                    H8 - 1 Perche

Vigilife: initiative partenariale 
sur l’ADN-environnemental 
pour monitorer, suivre et 
préserver la biodiversité des 
écosystèmes côtiers et marins

17:15 - 17:45             H9 -B11 Press  
              Conference Room  
              Callelongue

Shark Conservation - a Hot 
Topic in Marine Conservation

Exhibition Forum
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16:30-17:30       H3 Ocean and Islands

Protection of Deep-Ocean 
Ecosystems and Biodiversity 
Pew & DSCC

18:00 - 19:00     H3 Ocean and Islands

Climate-driven multi-stressors: 
impacts on ocean health and 
potential solutions - IUCN Marine & 
Sweden Ministry of Environment

19:00 - 21:00     H3 Ocean and Islands

Setting Sail for Lisbon: the 
countdown to the UN Ocean 
conference 
IUCN Marine

14:00 - 15:00     H3 Ocean and Islands

IMPANA: Tools for connectivity of 
Marine Protected Areas
OFB

15:15 - 16:15     H3 Ocean and Islands

Networks of Marine Protected Area 
managers 
EU Ocean Governance Project & 
MedPAN

12:45 - 13:30     H3 Ocean and Islands

Meet french explorer Jean-Louis 
Etienne 
IUCN Marine
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16:00 - 17:30              H8 - 7 Cévennes

Scaling-up! Using best-practice to 
create networks of large marine PAs 
toward IUCN’s 30% by 2030 target

18:00 - 19:30             Virtual Channel 2

Mangrove and Blue Carbon 
Conservation and Restoration – 
Successes in the Swamp

11:00 - 12:30               H8 - 7 Cévennes

Fisheries and biodiversity: smooth 
sailing or stormy seas?

14:00 - 14:45      H3 BEST and beyond

Actions en Nouvelle-Calédonie 
de lutte contre les espèces 
envahissantes

10:30 - 11:30  H3 Comité français UICN

Fully MPAs in France, inventory and 
recommandations

11:00 - 11:45      H3 BEST and beyond

Conservation des tortues marines 
à Mayotte par une approche 
participative

12:00 - 12:45     H3 BEST and beyond
Récifs coralliens sous surveillance 
: des méthodes scientifiques 
adaptées aux besoins des 
gestionnaires - Étude de cas à La 
Réunion

11:30 - 12:30  H3 Comité français UICN

Un océan de solutions pour le climat 
et la biodiversité

16

18:00 - 20:30   H1 Plenary - Calanques

TERRA OCEANIS , Stars into the Sea

13:30 - 15:30              Virtual Channel 7

Campus session: Investments in 
natural capital, how to effectively 
achieve SDGs? A timely training for 
islands!
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1919

13:30 - 13:45    H3 - BEST and beyond

Inventaire et état des lieux des 
populations d’échinodermes à 
Mayotte

14:30 - 15:15           H3 Central Stage A

Mediterranean climate and 
environmental change: the scientific 
world raises the alarm!

Ocean and Islands Pavilion Thematic stream sessionsOther Pavilions Forum events

Time 
CEST

Sunday 5 September
Exhibition Forum
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16:30-17:30       H3 Ocean and Islands

Blended finance to catalyse 
investments for coral reefs: 
The Global Fund for Coral 
Reefs 
UNDP, GFCR

12:30 - 13:45     H3 Ocean and Islands

Scaling Circular Plastics 
Action in Africa

14:00-15:00       H3 Ocean and Islands

Knowledge exchange and 
matchmaking experiences 
from the Blue Solutions 
Initiative 
Blue Solutions

15:15 - 16:15     H3 Ocean and Islands

Sustainable Aquaculture, 
Marine Conservation and 
Coastal Communities 
IUCN Marine

10:00 - 12:15     H3 Ocean and Islands

High Seas: From Science to 
Decision 
OFB & FFEM

16:00 - 17:30             Virtual Channel 4

Increasing Coastal Resilience: 
West African communities 
step up to the challenge”, with 
number 4872

18:00 - 20:00        H3 IUCN NL pavilion

Nature Conservation in the 
Dutch Caribbean

09:00 - 10:30        H8 - 5 Mer de Corail

The Deep Sea: Out of sight and 
under pressure

11:00 - 12:30               H8 - 8 Pyrénées

Stopping the tide: Best 
practices and solutions to 
tackle marine invasive alien 
species (IAS)

16

18:30 - 19:15          H3 Central Stage B

Unpacking a Global Plastic 
Pollution Agreement - a Multi 
stakeholder Discussion  
IUCN Marine

12:00 - 12:45      H3 BEST and beyond

MAYSPONGE: Evaluation de 
l’impact des eaux usées sur le 
lagon à partir des éponges

15:30 - 16:30               H3 – Reimagine

Under the Pole III

11:00 - 11:45      H3 BEST and beyond

Caribbean OCTs-BEST project: 
MPA Finance framework 
applied in Caribbean EU OCTs

16:15 - 17:00   H3 Office français de la 
biodiversité

Les engins de pêche perdus

11:00 - 13:00              Virtual Channel 6

Campus session : Innovative 
tools & practices to ensure 
a healthy Mediterranean 
biodiversity and sustainable 
tourism
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11:00 - 12:30   H3 - Business & Nature Hub

Avoiding and mitigating marine 
impacts

Ocean and Islands Pavilion Thematic stream sessionsOther Pavilions Forum events

Time 
CEST

Monday 6 September
Exhibition Forum

11:30 - 12:30         H3 European Union

Okeanos, le magazine des 
actes bleus
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18:00 - 18:45     H3 Ocean and Islands

Pew and 30 by 30

19:00 - 21:00     H3 Ocean and Islands

Marseille Ocean Outcomes Toast 
social event 
IUCN Marine

12:30 - 13:45     H3 Ocean and Islands

France contribution to marine 
conservation  
IUCN Marine

14:00 - 15:00     H3 Ocean and Islands

Solutions For Plastic Pollution in 
small island developing states 
IUCN Marine

15:15-16:15     H3 Ocean and Islands

#Roots of Hope: Launch of 
Mangrove Principles 
SOMN

10:00 - 11:00      H3 Ocean and Islands

Oceaneye: a cost-effective approach 
to marine microplastic monitoring

11:15 - 12:15      H3 Ocean and Islands

Closing the Plastic Tap: The IUCN 
GMPP approach to plastic pollution 
abatement in Africa and Asia

14:00 - 15:30                H8 - 8 Pyrénées

Rapid changes and rising risks: how 
marine protected areas contribute to 
coastal resilience

09:00 - 10:30                H8 - 8 Pyrénées

From science to action: Innovative 
solutions to tackle ocean plastic 
pollution

09:00 - 10:30              H8 - 7 Cévennes

The Yellow Sea - A Global Heritage: 
Towards Transboundary Governance 
and Management
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16:00 - 17:00         H3 Reverse the Red

Intervention as last option for small 
cetacean conservation

10:00 - 10:45      H3 BEST and beyond

Co-construction d’une gestion 
durable des mangroves par une 
démarche participative

11:15 - 12:00           H3 Central Stage B

6th GCRMN Status of Coral Reefs of 
the World Report

16:00 - 17:30                H8 - 8 Pyrénées

Closing Plenary : A Blue 
Breakthrough
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11:00 - 12:30              Virtual Channel 3

Harnessing Independant Scientific 
Advice to Reconcile Conservation 
and Economic Development Goals

11:00 - 12:30              H8 - 7 Cévennes

Do we dare to translocate marine 
or terrestrial species beyond 
indigenous ranges for conservation?

Ocean and Islands Pavilion Thematic stream sessionsOther Pavilions Forum events

Time 
CEST

Tuesday 7 September
Exhibition Forum
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All Ocean and Islands Pavilion events are streamed on the 
IUCN Marine and Polar YouTube channel 
youtube.com/channel/UCmFgJ_8V1KjFyL05VBhtRAw

http://youtube.com/channel/UCmFgJ_8V1KjFyL05VBhtRAw


DE SILVA Janaka
Senior Programme Coordinator
HQ Gland, Switzerland 
Technical events
janaka.desilva@iucn.org

SPADONE Aurélie
Senior Programme Officer, Ocean 
Governance
HQ Gland, Switzerland 
Technical events 
aurelie.spadone@iucn.org

SOUSA Joao
Senior Programme Officer, Marine Plastics 
HQ Gland, Switzerland 
Technical events 
joao.sousa@iucn.org

SORRENTINO Lynn
Project Officer, Marine Plastics & Coastal 
Communities Project 
HQ Gland, Switzerland 
Ocean Plenary support, Conservation 
Action Cafés 
lynn.sorrentino@iucn.org

EPPS Minna 
Director - Global Marine and Polar 
Programme
HQ Gland, Switzerland 
Coean Plenaries, VIPs, Marseille Ocean 
Outcomes, Conservation Action Cafés 
minna.epps@iucn.org

HOBSON Anthony (Tony)
Communications Associate
HQ Gland, Switzerland 
Pavilion manager
anthony.hobson@iucn.org

HERR Dorothée 
Manager, Oceans and Climate Change
Environmental Law Centre 
Technical events 
dorothee.herr@iucn.org

CHAZOT Clément
Marine Programme Officer
HQ Gland, Switzerland 
Explorers, astronauts, technical events 
clement.chazot@iucn.org

IUCN Marine staff in Marseille

MANYARA Peter
Program Manager, Coastal and Ocean 
Resilience (COR)
South Africa Country Office 
Technical events 
peter.manyara@iucn.org

XERINDA Mauricio
Programme Coordinator / Country 
Representative, IUCN Mozambique
Mozambique Country Office
Technical events 
mauricio.xerinda@iucn.org

SBERNA Thomas
Regional Technical Coordinator, Marine and 
Coastal Resilience Programme.
Eastern and Southern Africa Regional Office 
Technical events 
thomas.sberna@iucn.org

ARDA Yaprak
Project Marine Officer
Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation
Technical events 
yaprak.arda@iucn.org

RAMOS Isabel
Programme Manager- Mozambique Country 
Office
Mozambique Country Office
Technical events 
isabel.ramos@iucn.org

OTERO VILLANUEVA Maria del Mar
Marine Biodiversity and Blue Economy 
Manager
Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation
Technical events 
mariadelmar.otero@iucn.org


