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The definition of an MPA 
 
IUCN revised definition of Protected Area (2008): 
 

‘A protected area is a clearly defined geographical 
space, recognised, dedicated and managed, through 
legal or other effective means, to achieve the long-
term conservation of nature with associated 
ecosystem services and cultural values’ 
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IUCN categories 

      IUCN CATEGORY 

 
MAIN OBJECTIVE OR PURPOSE 

 IA 
 

Strict Nature Reserve 

 
Managed mainly for science 

 
IB 
 

Wilderness Area 

 
Managed mainly to protect wilderness qualities 

 II 
 

National Park 

 
Managed mainly for ecosystem protection and recreation 

 
III 
 

Natural Monument 

 
Managed mainly for conservation of specific 
natural/cultural features 

 IV 

 
Habitat/Species 
Management Area 

 
Managed mainly for conservation through management 
intervention 

 V 

 
Protected Landscape/ 
Seascape 

 
Managed mainly for landscape/seascape conservation 
and recreation 
 

VI 

 
Managed Resource 
Protected Area 

 
Managed mainly for the sustainable use of natural 
ecosystems 
 



Marine Protected Areas . Initiatives and Opportunities                                                                                               Malta 31 May 2017 

Relationship between different  
categories and different activities 
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Compatibility of fishing and  
collecting activities and  
management categories 
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Target 11 
By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and 
inland water, and 10 per cent of coastal and marine 
areas, especially areas of particular importance for 
biodiversity and ecosystem services, are conserved 
through effectively and equitably managed, 
ecologically representative and well connected 
systems of protected areas and other effective 
area-based conservation measures, and 
integrated into the wider landscapes and 
seascapes.  
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Working definition of an OECM 

“A clearly defined geographical space, beyond 
the protected areas network, governed and 
managed in ways that deliver the long-term and 
effective conservation of nature and associated 
ecosystem services and cultural values, 
regardless of its current dedication.” 
 
The destination (conservation outcome) is the same as 
protected areas, but the origin and journey may be very 
different 
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OECMs 

LOCATION: The area is a clearly defined geographical space. Wider measures for 
species and/or environment that are not ‘area-based’, such as species-specific 
national or regional hunting bans or temporary fishing closures 
GOVERNED AND MANAGED: The area is governed and managed. Areas where there is 
no governance authority or conscious management are not OECMs. Accordingly, an 
area currently in a natural or near natural state is not automatically an OECM. 
EFFECTIVE, LONG-TERM CONSERVATION: The area delivers the long-term, and 
effective conservation of nature and associated ecosystem services and cultural 
values. Areas that deliver conservation outcomes only over the short-term or areas 
that are intended or offer potential to conserve nature but do not yet deliver 
conservation outcomes do not qualify as OECMs. 
RECOGNITION OF CONSERVATION: The area need not be dedicated to nature but 
there must be [recognition of the conservation significance by those managing the 
area,] a direct causal link between the primary objective(s) of the OECM and a 
demonstrable conservation outcome in the long-term. 
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Area Based Management Tools (ABMTs) 
Definition 
“Regulations of human activity in a specified area to achieve conservation or sustainable resource management 
objectives.” 
 

Sectoral ABMTs  : “measures adopted by a competent international organization to achieve biodiversity 
conservation objectives for a specific area.” 
 

Existing ABMTs 
- IMO’s Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas (PSSAs), 
- traffic routing systems;  
- MARPOL Special Areas;  
- RFMO temporal or spatial closed areas such as “Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems” (VMEs),  
- ISA’s Areas of Particular Environmental Interest and Preservation Reference Zones 
 

Distinction from MPAs 
while sectoral ABMTs provide important protection, they generally are only targeted at one use, may be short 
term, anddo not provide comprehensive protection for the full range of features in an area. 
 

Cross-sectoral ABMTs are those tools that at present require consultation, cooperation and 
coordination across multiple organizations and bodies, including MPAs and marine spatial planning 



Sustainable Development Goals 



                                                WCRU, April, 2010              IUCN                                                    WCPA Steering Committee meeting, Hinton, Canada ,June, 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                             

Ocean health matters: ecosystem-based 
solutions 

“protecting biodiversity and the essential ecosystem services it supports has  
become a priority for the scientific community, resource managers, and national  

and international policy agreements…” (Selig et al, 2014) 

Courtesy GRID-Arendal 





Blue Carbon 





Blue Growth Sectors 

Source: DG Maritime Affairs, EU 





Defining marine spatial 
planning 

Marine spatial planning: 
- public process of analyzing and allocating the spatial and 

temporal distribution of human activities in marine areas to 
achieve ecological, economic, and social objectives that 
usually have been specified through a political process.  

- include ecosystem-based, area-based, integrated, adaptive, 
strategic and participatory. 

- not an end in itself, but a practical way to create and establish 
a more rational use of marine space and the interactions 
among its uses 

-  to balance demands for development with the need to 
protect the environment, and to deliver social and economic 
outcomes in an open and planned way. 



What is marine spatial planning NOT? 

• Marine spatial planning is not a substitute for 
single-sector planning and management. 

• Marine spatial planning is not a one-time plan. 
• Marine spatial planning is not only 

conservation planning. 
• Marine spatial planning is not ocean zoning. 





Managing around MPAs 



BETWEENESS CENTRALITY 

7 reefs : Occurrences  = 4  the most 
important for multigenerational connectivity 
within the WIO 

“Occurrences” ranges from 0-5 and gives the number of PLDs for which 
each reef’s betweenness centrality score was higher than the mean for that 
PLD. 



Conclusions 
IUCN position on SDG14 - Call for Action 

The Ocean Conference, New-York, 5th-9th June 2017 

2. Marine Protected Areas and Marine Spatial Planning 
 

BE ENCOURAGED by the recently increased marine conservation efforts 
reaching a coverage of 12,7% of the waters under national jurisdiction and 
5,1% of the global ocean under marine protected area , but also; 
 

RECOGNIZE the inadequacy of the 10% marine target for protection versus 
the growing scientific and global consensus of what is actually needed for 
the global ocean, including marine areas beyond national jurisdiction, and the 
global consensus from the Hawaii World Conservation Congress in 2016 of ‘at 
least 30%’, alongside firm implementation of frameworks to deliver 
sustainability of all practices across the whole ocean seascape, subject to the 
rights of indigenous peoples and local communities"; 
 

STRENGHTEN and REINFORCE international targets in the light of the pressing 
challenges and a changing ocean; 

 



Conclusions 
BE GUIDED by the CBD/IUCN definitions of a Marine Protected Area (MPA)  
which are clear and unambiguous. There is need to ensure that CBD and 
IUCN standards around MPAs are recognized and attention drawn to 
concerns of misinterpretation of the IUCN protected areas definition and 
categories . Experience has shown that better meeting of international 
standards delivers benefits; while misuse of standards misses opportunities 
to stem ecosystem decline and species loss; 
 

BE AWARE that other effective area-based conservation measures – which 
may not have conservation as their primary objective – are a key component 
of an effective and well-connected networks of managed area, but they 
should not take the place of marine protected areas ; 
 

COMBINE coastal and marine protected areas in the wider land/seascape 
with other area-based conservation measures and area based management 
tools including Marine Spatial Planning to ensure comprehensive decision-
making; 
 

        
           

         
 

            
  

 
 



Conclusions 

5. Areas beyond National Jurisdiction   
 

REACH a consensus on the substantive recommendations to the UNGA on the 
elements of a draft text of an international legally-binding instrument under 
UNCLOS for the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological 
diversity of ABNJ ; 
 
USE their existing powers to support science-based processes that allow for 
the establishment of an ecologically representative and well-connected 
system of MPAs including reserves as an element of the new agreement and 
to adopt ecosystem-based protection measures for ecologically or biologically 
significant marine areas in ABNJ, including through MPAs, environmental 
assessments, Marine Spatial Planning and sector-based management tools; 
 

CALL on the UNGA to decide to convene an intergovernmental conference to 
take place in 2018 on an international legally binding instrument under 
UNCLOS . 

 



Merci pour votre 
attention 

www.uicn.org 

Thank you for your attention 

http://www.uicn.org/


JOINT COMMUNICATION TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, THE COUNCIL, 
THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE AND THE 

COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS 
International ocean governance: an agenda for the future of our oceans 

- Action 1: Filling the gaps in the international ocean governance framework 
- Action 2: Promoting regional fisheries management and cooperation in key ocean areas to fill regional 

governance gaps 
- Action 3: Improving coordination and cooperation between international organisations and launching 

Ocean Partnerships for ocean management 
- Action 4: Capacity building 
- Action 5: Ensuring the safety and security of seas and oceans 
- Action 6: Implementing the COP21 Agreement and mitigating the harmful impact of climate change on 

oceans, coastlines and ecosystems 
- Action 7: Fighting illegal fishing and strengthening the sustainable management of ocean food resources 

globally 
- Action 8: Banning harmful fisheries subsidies 
- Action 9: Fighting marine litter and the ‘sea of plastic’ 

- Action 10: Promoting maritime spatial planning (MSP) at global level 
- Action 11: Achieving the global target of conserving 10% of marine and coastal 

areas and promoting the effective management of MPAs 
- Action 12: A coherent EU strategy on ocean observation, data and marine accounting 
- Action 13: Strengthening investment in ‘blue’ science and innovation 
- Action 14: International ocean research, innovation and science partnerships 



ACTION 1 IMPLEMENT EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT OF 
OCEAN ASSETS 
- Implement steps to achieve Aichi Target 11 and 

SDG 14 through new ecologically and socially 
coherent networks of marine protected areas 
(MPAs) and locally managed marine areas (LMMAs) 
in critical nearshore and offshore habitats, and 
ensure effective management. 

 

ACTION 2 ENSURE SUSTAINABILITY OF SMALL-SCALE 
AND INDUSTRIAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE 
 

ACTION 3 TRANSFORM TO 21ST CENTURY CLIMATE-
RESILIENT AND CARBON-NEUTRAL ECONOMIES 
 

ACTION 4 ADOPT A SUSTAINABLE, INCLUSIVE BLUE 
ECONOMY APPROACH 
 

ACTION 5 IMPLEMENT INTEGRATED OCEAN PLANNING 
AND MANAGEMENT 
 

ACTION 6 INVEST IN SOCIAL CAPITAL AS A 
CORNERSTONE OF FUTURE PROSPERITY 
 

ACTION 7 BUILD PARTNERSHIPS FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 
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