
Mission statement

The mission of the IUCN Marine Fishes Red 
List Authority is to transform global, regional 
and local marine conservation capabilities by 
completing Red List assessments for all marine 
fishes.

Projected impact for the 2017-2020  

quadrennium 

By the end of 2020, we expect to substan-
tially increase the number of published Red 
List assessments of marine fishes. Specifically, 
our focus will be on species in the orders 
Clupeiformes (sardines, herrings, menha-
dens and their allies) and Pleuronectiformes 
(flatfishes), species occupying the deep sea 
(more than 200 m depth), and species of the 
Western Indian Ocean. The completion of 
these assessments will bring us closer to the 
goal of completing assessments for the more 
than 17,000 marine fishes and will improve our 
knowledge of the status of marine vertebrate 
biodiversity globally.

Targets for the 2017-2020 quadrennium

Assess

Red List: (1) complete assessments of 800 
Western Indian Ocean marine fishes, with the 
main focus on exploited and coral reef associ-
ated families; (2) complete assessments of 403 
Clupeiform species; (3) complete assessments 
of 1,001 deep sea marine fishes; (4) complete 
assessments for all flatfishes; (5) complete 
assessments for 275 marine fishes in the orna-
mental fish trade; (6) support the Croaker and 
Drum Fishes Red List Authority to assess 285 
species; (7) support the Snapper, Seabream and 
Grunt Specialist Group to assess 90 species.

Activities and results 2020

Assess

Red List

i. As part of the IUCN–Toyota Red List 
Partnership, we are working to assess and 
publish all valid species of flatfishes on the 
Red List. In 2020, 163 species flatfishes were 
published on the Red List. Due to COVID-related 
travel restrictions, we have been completing the 
remaining assessments virtually, rather than at 
workshops as originally planned. Despite these 
challenges, substantial progress has been made 
and the remaining species are scheduled for 
submission and publication in 2021. (KSR #1)

ii. We began an initiative to published 275 
marine ornamental fishes on the Red List in late 
2019. Due to COVID-related travel restrictions, 
we have been completing the assessments 
virtually, rather than at a workshop as origi-
nally planned. Assessments for 53 gobies in the 
marine ornamental fish trade were submitted 
in 2020 for publication in 2021. Assessments 
for the remaining species are in progress, with 
plans for the assessments to be submitted and 
published in 2021. (KSR #1)

iii. In 2020, 271 sciaenid species assessments 
were published on the Red List. The remaining 
~14 species are to be published in 2021. (KSR #1)

iv. In 2020, the remaining 90 species under the 
purview of the Snapper, Seabream, and Grunt 
Specialist Group were assessed at a virtual 
workshop. We are currently working to finalise 
the assessments for submission and publication 
in 2021. (KSR #1)
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Summary of activities 2020

Components of Species Conservation Cycle: 1/5

 Assess 4 ||||

Main KSRs addressed: 1
 KSR: Key Species Result

Least Concern Falkland Sprat, 
Sprattus fuegensis 
Photo: Mathias Hüne

Critically Endangered Red Handfish, 
Thymichthys politus 
Photos: Rick Stuart-Smith 
Handfish Conservation Project 
https://handfish.org.au

Vulnerable Pike Icefish, 
Champsocephalus esox 
Photo: Mariano Rodríguez


