A powerful Union for
sustaining life and
livelihoods

UNITED FOR LIFE
AND LIVELIHOODS

Seven decades of vision and impact

IUCN is a democratic membership Union which
brings together the world’s most influential
organisations in a combined effort to conserve
nature and accelerate the transition to
sustainable development.

POLICY AMPLIFICATION DIRECT FROM MEMBERS
THROUGH IUCN WORLD CONSERVATION CONGRESSES

IUCN is a membership Union composed of
both government and civil society organisations.
It harnesses the experience, resources and reach of its
1,300 Member organisations and the input of more than
10,000 experts. IUCN is the global authority on the status of
the natural world and the measures needed to safeguard it.

1948
established as the
International Union
for the Protection of Nature

Nongovernmental
organisations

POLICY IMPACT
International,
national and local

10,000

State
governments
and agencies

experts in six
Commissions

INFLUENCE

DIRECTION

1,300

COLLABORATION
ACTION

MANDATE

Attaining the SDGs
and meeting other
global challenges

Member
organisations

Indigenous
peoples’
organisations

900+

staﬀ, oﬀices
in 50 countries

1950s
flagged the damaging effects
of pesticides and promoted
environmental impact assessments

DIRECT BENEFITS
TO PEOPLE AND
NATURE
Tools, standards,
on-the-ground
projects

1960s
raised alarms about climate change
and established the IUCN Red List
of Threatened SpeciesTM

published the
World Conservation Strategy*
which helped define the concept
of ‘sustainable development’ and
shaped global conservation for
the following decade

1990s
published Caring for the Earth*
which guided the creation of Rio
Conventions on biodiversity (CBD),
climate change (UNFCCC) and
desertification (UNCCD);
granted official observer status
to the United Nations

2000s
prioritised business engagement
to ensure natural resource use
is equitable and ecologically
sustainable; pioneered
nature-based solutions
to address global challenges

1970s
was fundamental in the creation
of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands, the World Heritage
Convention and the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES)

DIRECT BENEFITS
BACK TO MEMBERS
(KNOWLEDGE, ANALYSIS,
TOOLS AND CONVENING)

2010s
champions nature-based solutions
as key to implementing international
agreements such as
the Paris climate change agreement
and the 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals
*Published in partnership with the UN Environment
Programme (UNEP) and the World Wildlife Fund (WWF)

iucn.org
@IUCN

International Union for Conservation of Nature

1980s

www.iucn.org

Essential contributions
to global goals
Nature is fundamental to strong economies
and healthy communities. IUCN champions nature’s role in
helping achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and
combatting climate change and its impacts.
IUCN works to reach equitable management
of natural resources in order to conserve biodiversity and its
life-sustaining services that give us food, water and protection.
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Deploying nature-based
solutions to address
societal challenges
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Valuing and
conserving nature

Promoting
& supporting
eﬀective and
equitable governance
of natural resources

Authoritative science,
tools and analysis
IUCN generates and consolidates data, information and
tools essential for nature conservation and
sustainable development.
The IUCN Red List of Threatened SpeciesTM and IUCN
protected area management categories are
widely-employed cornerstones of natural resource
management. Governments, businesses and other
practitioners depend on IUCN’s reports and
specialised tools such as the World Heritage Outlook,
Restoration Opportunities Assessment Methodology,
ECOLEX legal database and biodiversity oﬀset guidelines
to advance development knowledge,
policy and practice worldwide.

Direct
conservation action
IUCN engages with local and international partners
through hundreds of projects in some 160 countries.
These projects have direct benefits to nature and the
lives of local people and help develop policies,
laws and best practices.

A unique, objective
convening space
IUCN’s uniquely diverse membership and expert authority
allow it to create safe spaces for multi-stakeholder
agreements, especially between governments, civil
society and business. Examples include the Aluminium
Stewardship Initiative, Natural Capital Coalition,
Rio Doce Independent Scientific and
Technical Advisory Panel and many others.
Every four years, IUCN Member organisations
democratically decide on actions to address pressing
conservation and sustainable development challenges at
the IUCN World Conservation Congress. The event
brings top scientists, experts and leaders together to share
the latest in conservation and sustainable development.

